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NDS Americas

3501 Jamboree Road

Newport Beach, CA  92660

(949) 725-2500

Members of OASIS;

Tom Rucktenwald and Kon Wilms submit this letter.  Tom is the Director of Data Applications Delivery and Kon the Chief Technologist at NDS Americas in Newport Beach, CA, responsible for the data broadcasting and content delivery product.

NDS is a worldwide organization and part of the NewsCorp family of companies.  Our focus is broadcast and includes digital encryption security for pay television, satellite, and cable.  Our datacasting products have been broadcasting services since 1997 and our product is the technology basis for iBlast, an ATSC digital terrestrial source that will utilize over 260 local broadcast stations across the US. 

The NDS datacast product line includes AlertStorm™, an emergency information system that is marketed to digital stations.  AlertStorm aggregates existing services like EAS and EMWIN, assists first responders and emergency managers with new local first alerts, and provides for rich media secondary information.  

The proposed CAP standard appears promising but an adjustment is needed in the broadcasting case. Broadcasting is a one-way communication medium. A broadcast receiver has no way to initiate an Internet request for video, audio, or other binary data associated with an emergency alert. Such data must be inline with the emergency broadcast when it arrives at the receiver. The proposed CAP standard does not yet provide for inline data, though it does provide Internet URI references to such data. 

We request that the CAP standard state exactly how one-way communication media should embed URI referenced data within the alert message. With such clarifying language, broadcast equipment designers will know how to send and receive alert messages in a CAP-compliant fashion rather than inventing proprietary implementations.

NDS wishes to use CAP for broadcast in its AlertStorm product and to encourage the broadcast industry to adopt CAP as the emergency information protocol for digital transmission.  Please consider our request. We would be pleased to provide a presentation that submits further detail. Our present website provides limited information but a marketing brochure is available at http://www.nds.com/pdfs/AlertStorm.pdf ; our website will be refurbished shortly to provide additional AlertStorm information including a white paper.
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