Synopsis on Functional Elements Specification 2.0, Committee Draft

The purpose of OASIS Framework for Web Services Implementation (FWSI) Technical Committee (TC) is to facilitate implementation of robust Web Services by defining a practical and extensible methodology consisting of implementation processes and common functional elements that practitioners can adopt to create high quality Web Services systems without re-inventing them for each implementation.  It aims to solve the problem of the slow adoption of Web Services due to a lack of good Web Services methodologies for implementation, cum a lack of understanding and confidence in solutions that have the necessary components to reliably implement Web Service-enabled applications. The work in Functional Elements Specification is aimed towards fulfilling this purpose. The Functional Elements Specification specifies a set of functional elements that practical implementation of Web Services-based systems will require.  A Functional Element (FE) is defined as a building block representing common reusable functionalities for Web Service-enabled implementations, i.e. from an application Point-Of-View.  These FEs are expected to be implemented as reusable components, with Web Services capabilities where appropriate, and to be the foundation for practitioners to instantiate into a technical architecture.  

The Functional Elements Specification 2.0 (Committee Draft) enhances on the work of the previous version. The committee worked on this new version based on comments and feedback gathered from within the community, other members of OASIS as well as the industry. New requirements were gathered, and in total, 10 new FEs have been defined. Two FEs have also been replaced with more generic and robustly specified FEs in this version. At present, they are a total of 26 FEs in this version. 
