
Sample use case for legislation - #1  

Use case title: Citation within code to the original public law.  

Description: Reading a section of the code, a user sees a citation to the public law that enacted this code 
section.  

Goal / desired outcome: A computer reads the URI underlying the citation to the public law that 
enacted this code section.  

Example: 35 U.S.C. § 102 (read aloud as: Title 35, United States Code, section 102) includes a credit 
reference to the public law amending this section of the code. That reference is: Pub. L. 112-29, § 
3(b)(1), Sept. 16, 2011, 125 Stat. 285. 

The citation breaks down as follows: 

 

Pub. L. 112-29, § 3(b)(1), Sept. 16, 2011, 125 Stat. 285. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

This describes the Leahy-Smith America Invents Act, Public Law 112-29, enacted September 16, 2011, 
with “permanent” citation at 112 Stat. 284. The current URLs are: (1) PDF, 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-112publ29/pdf/PLAW-112publ29.pdf, and (2) text, 
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-112publ29/html/PLAW-112publ29.htm  

 

This is a public law (as 
opposed to a private law). 

This public law was enacted in the 
112th Congress, which met from Jan. 
3, 2011 to Jan. 3, 2013.  

This was the 29th public law 
passed by the 112th Congress. 

This is the exact section of the public law 
that adds section 102 in the code (35 
U.S.C. § 102). 

Date public law enacted (signed by the President, in this 
case). Note: this is not the date the provisions take effect.  

The public law will be permanently preserved 
in print volumes of the United States Statutes 
at Large. Here in volume 125 at page 285. 
Note, that § 3(b)(1) appears on page 285. The 
first page of the public law is at 125 Stat. 284. 

http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-112publ29/pdf/PLAW-112publ29.pdf
http://www.gpo.gov/fdsys/pkg/PLAW-112publ29/html/PLAW-112publ29.htm

