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If whole-document processing were to be required for maintaining the United States Code, then navigation and updating would become burdensome and maddeningly time consuming. Such an approach is so impractical as to be utterly unworkable.

Maintaining the United States Code is a rather arcane subject, and the details of the processes involved are not well known or understood. For any who may be interested, some basic information about the United States Code is presented here, along with a brief overview of the processes for maintaining it.[footnoteRef:2] [2:  For more information, see the Detailed Guide to the United States Code Content and Features available on the internet site of the Office of the Law Revision Counsel (http://uscodebeta.house.gov/detailed_guide.xhtml;jsessionid=D0465E6D3E46DEDA4135A1AEAD3B3F4F ).] 


The United States Code is the official codification of the federal statutory law of the United States. The United States Code is a large, complex document. In print, the United States Code runs to nearly 50,000 pages set out in 33 volumes. The United States Code is divided into 51 broad subject matter titles. Each title is divided into chapters. The chapters are divided into sections. This title-chapter-section description of structure is a simplification reflecting the bare minimum. In reality, the United States Code contains many complex and varied hierarchical structures, frequently using 10 to 15 nested levels of content. In addition, a great deal of statutory material is incorporated in statutory notes inserted under sections. Beyond statutory material, nearly all sections of the United States Code are followed by editorial notes providing the reader with related information about provisions, including amendatory history, scope of applicability, transfers of functions, and other matters.

Maintaining and improving the United States Code is the responsibility of the Office of the Law Revision Counsel (OLRC), an independent, nonpolitical office in the United States House of Representatives. As new statutes are enacted, they are incorporated into the United States Code by the OLRC. Newly enacted statutes can be small, but frequently they are large, complex documents. Typically, newly enacted statutes contain a mix of provisions. Some provisions constitute new, freestanding statutory text. Other provisions amend or repeal existing statutory text.

In the OLRC, staff attorneys read each provision of the newly enacted statute to determine whether the provision is to be incorporated into the United States Code, and, if so, where. In order update the United States Code, the OLRC carves the newly enacted statute into small slices, based on where each slice of the statute needs to be incorporated into the United States Code.

An example may help to clarify the scope and complexity of the task. Public Law 108-173[footnoteRef:3] was enacted on December 8, 2003, and incorporated into the United States Code by the OLRC. The table set out below (beginning on page 2) shows where each slice of the Public Law was incorporated into the United States Code. Not all statutes are so large, but the size and complexity of Public Law 108-173 is not at all unusual. [3:  Medicare Prescription Drug, Improvement, and Modernization Act of 2003.] 


The issue here is not merely the size of the documents involved or the long list of required updates illustrated in the table below. If the required updates were machine processable, then perhaps whole-document processing would be feasible or even advisable.

However, editing and updating the United States Code cannot be reduced to a set of machine executable instructions. Human intellectual work and judgment are required. Staff attorneys in the OLRC read and analyze each provision of a newly enacted statute in order to determine where and how the United States Code is impacted. Problems and issues are identified, alternative solutions are considered, decisions are made, and editorial notes are prepared to inform the reader. This work is carried out in a careful, methodical manner and painstakingly reviewed to ensure accuracy.

To update the United States Code, the OLRC attorneys use a suite of custom programs, with multiple attorneys updating different parts of the United States Code at any given time. These custom programs are designed to allow attorneys to focus in at a microscopic level, so to speak, in order to promote efficiency and accuracy.


Incorporating Public Law 108-173 Into the United States Code

In the table set out below, each row represents a small slice of Public Law 108-173. The middle and right columns of the table indicate the particular place in the United States Code where each slice of Public Law 108-173 was incorporated. For example, the first row of the table indicates that section 1(a) of Public Law 108-173 was incorporated as a note provision ("nt") under section 1305 of title 42, United States Code.


Pub. L. 108-173	United States Code
Section		Title	Section	
1(a)		42	1305 nt
1(c)		42	1301 nt
101(a)(1)		42	prec. 1395x
101(a)(2)		42	1395w–101
101(a)(2)		42	1395w–102
101(a)(2)		42	1395w–103
101(a)(2)		42	1395w–104
101(a)(2)		42	1395w–111
101(a)(2)		42	1395w–112
101(a)(2)		42	1395w–113
101(a)(2)		42	1395w–114
101(a)(2)		42	1395w–115
101(a)(2)		42	1395w–116
101(a)(2)		42	1395w–131
101(a)(2)		42	1395w–132
101(a)(2)		42	1395w–133
101(a)(2)		42	1395w–134
101(a)(2)		42	1395w–141
101(a)(2)		42	1395w–151
101(a)(2)		42	1395w–152
101(b)		42	1395w–101 nt
101(c)		42	1395w–101 nt
101(d)		42	1395w–101 nt
101(e)(1)		42	1395x nt
101(e)(1)		42	426
101(e)(1)		42	1395i–4
101(e)(1)		45	231f
101(e)(2)		42	1320a–7b
101(e)(3)(A), (B)	42	401
101(e)(3)(C)	42	1395t
101(e)(3)(D)	42	1395w–23
101(e)(4)		42	1396r–8
101(e)(5)		42	1395i–2
101(e)(6)		26	6103
101(e)(7)		42	1395ll
101(e)(8)(A)	42	1320a–7b
101(e)(8)(B)	42	1395nn
101(e)(9)		42	1396r–8
102(a)		42	1395w–21
102(b)		42	1395w–22
102(c)(1)		42	1395w–21
102(c)(2)		42	1395w–21 nt
103(a)(1)		42	1396a
103(a)(2)(A)	42	1396v
103(a)(2)(B)	42	1396u–5
103(b)–(d)(1)	42	1396u–5
103(d)(2)		42	1308
103(e)(1)		42	1396r–8
103(e)(2)		42	1396r–8 nt
103(f)(1)		42	1396a
103(f)(2)		42	1396u–3
103(f)(3)		42	1396a nt
103(g)		42	1320b–14
104(a), (b)		42	1395ss
104(c)		42	1395ss nt
105(a)		42	1395r
105(b)		42	1396r–8
105(c)		42	1395w–141 nt
105(d)		42	1395t
105(e)(1)–(3)	26	6103
105(e)(4)		26	7213
106		42	1395w–101 nt
107(a)		42	1395w–111 nt
107(b)		42	1395i–3 nt
107(c)		42	299 nt
107(d)		42	1395w–27 nt
107(e)		42	1395w–114 nt
107(f)		21	352 nt
108		42	1395w–104 nt
109(a), (b)		42	1320c–3
109(c)		42	1320c–3 nt
109(d)		42	1320c nt
110		42	1395w–101 nt
111		42	1395w–132 nt
201		42	1395w–21 nt
211(a)–(e)(1)	42	1395w–23
211(e)(2)		42	1395w–23 nt
211(f)		42	1395w–23 nt
211(g), (h)		42	1395w–21 nts
211(i)		42	1395w–23 nt
211(j)		42	1395w–22
221(a)(1)		42	1395w–21
221(a)(2)		42	1395w–21 nt
221(b)(1)		42	1395w–28
221(b)(2)		42	1395w–21 nt
221(c)		42	1395w–27a
221(d)(1)		42	1395w–23
221(d)(2)		42	1395w–28
221(d)(3)		42	1395w–22
221(d)(4)		42	1395w–23
221(d)(5)		42	1395w–21
222(a)(1)		42	1395w–24
222(a)(2), (3)	42	1395w–22
222(b), (c)		42	1395w–24
222(d)–(f)		42	1395w–23
222(g)		42	1395w–24
222(h)		42	1395w–22
222(i)		42	1395w–23
222(j), (k)		42	1395w–27
222(l)(1)		42	1395w–22
222(l)(2)(A)	42	1395r
222(l)(2)(B)	42	1395s
222(l)(2)(C)	42	1395w
222(l)(3)(A), (B)	42	1395w–21
222(l)(3)(C)	42	1395w–27
222(l)(3)(D), (E)	42	1395w–21
223(a)		42	1395w–21 nt
223(b)		42	1395w–21 nt
231(a)		42	1395w–21
231(b), (c)		42	1395w–28
231(d)		42	1395w–21 nt
231(e)		42	1395w–21 nt
231(f)(1)		42	1395w–21 nt
231(f)(2)		42	1395w–28 nt
232(a)		42	1395w–26
232(b)		42	1395w–24
232(c)		42	1395w–24 nt
233(a)(1), (2)	42	1395w–22
233(a)(3)		42	1395w–22 nt
233(b)		42	1395w–21
233(c)		42	1395w–22
233(d)		42	1395w–21
234		42	1395mm
235		42	1395b–1 nt
236(a)(1)		42	1395cc
236(a)(2)		42	1395eee
236(b)(1)		42	1396a
236(b)(2)		42	1396u–4
236(c)		42	1395cc nt
237(a)		42	1395l
237(b)(1)		42	1395w–23
237(b)(2)(A)	42	1395w–21
237(b)(2)(B)	42	1395w–23
237(c)		42	1395w–27
237(d)		42	1320a–7b
237(e)		42	1320a–7b nt
238		42	1395ll nt
241(a)		42	1395w–29
241(b)(1)		42	1395w–23
241(b)(2)(A)	42	1395r
241(b)(2)(B)	42	1395w
241(c)		42	1395r nt
301(a)–(c)		42	1395y
301(d)		42	1395y nt
302(a)		42	1395m
302(b)(1)		42	1395w–3
302(b)(2)		42	1395l
302(b)(3)		42	1395w–3 nt
302(c)(1)(A)	42	1395m
302(c)(1)(B)	42	1395m nt
302(c)(2)–(d)(2)	42	1395m
302(d)(3)		42	1395u
302(e)		42	1395w–3 nt
303(a)(1)		42	1395w–4
303(a)(2)		42	1395w–4 nt
303(a)(3)		42	1395w–4 nt
303(a)(4)		42	1395w–4 nt
303(a)(5)		42	1395w–4 nt
303(b)		42	1395u
303(c)(1)		42	1395w–3a
303(c)(2)		42	1395w–3a nt
303(c)(3)		42	1395w–3a nt
303(d)(1)		42	1395w–3b
303(d)(2)		42	1395w–3b nt
303(e)		42	1395u
303(f)		42	1395u nt
303(g)(1)		42	1395u
303(g)(2)		42	1395w–4
303(g)(3)		42	1320a–7l nt
303(h)		42	1395u nt
303(i)(1)		42	1395u
303(i)(2)		42	1395x
303(i)(3)(A)	42	1395l
303(i)(3)(B)	42	1395y
303(i)(4)		42	1396r–8
303(i)(5)		42	1395u nt
303(i)(6)		42	1395u nt
303(j)		42	1395u nt
304		42	1395u nt
305(a)		42	1395u
305(b)		42	1395l nt
307		42	1320–7l nt
401(a)–(c)		42	1395ww
402, 403		42	1395ww
404		42	1395ww nt
405(a)(1)		42	1395f
405(a)(1)		42	1395m
405(a)(1)		42	1395tt
405(a)(2)		42	1395f nt
405(b)(1)		42	1395m
405(b)(2)		42	1395m nt
405(c)(1)		42	1395g
405(c)(2)		42	1395g nt
405(c)(3)		42	1395g nt
405(d)(1)		42	1395m
405(d)(2)		42	1395m nt
405(e)(1), (2)	42	1395i–4
405(e)(3)		42	1395i–4 nt
405(f), (g)(1)	42	1395i–4
405(g)(2)		42	1395f
405(g)(3)		42	1395f nt
405(h)		42	1395i–4
406, 407(a)	42	1395ww
407(b)		42	1395ww nt
408(a)		42	1395x
408(b)		42	1395f
409		42	1395d nt
410(a)		42	1395yy
410(b)		42	1395yy nt
410A		42	1395ww nt
411(a)(1)		42	1395l
411(a)(2)		42	1395l nt
411(b)		42	1395l
412		42	1395w–4
413(a), (b)(1)	42	1395l
413(b)(2)		42	1395l nt
413(c)		42	1395w–4 nt
414(a)–(c)(1)	42	1395m
414(c)(2)		42	1395m nt
414(d)		42	1395m
414(e)		42	1395m nt
414(f)		42	1395m nt
414(f)(1)		42	1395m nt
414(f)(2)		42	1395x
415(a)		42	1395m
415(b)		42	1395x
415(c)		42	1395m nt
416		42	1395l nt
417		42	1395b–1 nt
418		42	1395m nt
421		42	1395fff nt
422(a), (b)(1)	42	1395ww
422(b)(2)		42	1395ww nt
422(c)		42	1395ww nt
431(a)		42	1320a–7b
431(b)		42	1320a–7b nt
432		42	912
433		42	1395ww nt
434		42	1395x nt
501(a), (b)		42	1395ww
501(c)		42	1395ww nt
502(a), (b)		42	1395ww
502(c)		42	1395ww nt
503(a)–(d)(1)	42	1395ww
503(d)(2)		42	1395ww nt
503(e)		42	1395ww nt
504, 505(a)	42	1395ww
505(b)		42	1395cc
505(c)		42	1395ww nt
506(a)		42	1395cc
506(b)		42	1395cc nt
506(c)		42	1395cc nt
507(a)		42	1395nn
507(b)		42	1395nn nt
507(c)		42	1395nn nt
508		42	1395ww nt
511(a)		42	1395yy
511(b)		42	1395yy nt
512(a)		42	1395d
512(b)		42	1395f
512(c)		42	1395x
512(d)		42	1395d nt
513		42	1395yy nt
601(a)(1), (2)	42	1395w–4
601(a)(3)		42	1395w–4 nt
601(b)(1)		42	1395w–4
601(b)(2)		42	1395w–4 nt
602		42	1395w–4
603		42	1395a
604		42	1395ll nt
605		42	1395w–4 nt
606		42	1395w–4 nt
611(a), (b)		42	1395x
611(c)		42	1395w–4
611(d)(1)		42	1395y
611(d)(2)		42	1395x
611(e)		42	1395w–4 nt
612(a), (b)		42	1395x
612(c)		42	1395y
612(d)		42	1395x nt
613(a), (b)		42	1395x
613(c)		42	1395y
613(d)		42	1395x nt
614(a), (b)		42	1395l
614(c)		42	1395l nt
621(a)(1)–(5)	42	1395l
621(a)(6)		42	1395l nt
621(b)(1), (2)	42	1395l
621(b)(3)		42	1395l nt
622		42	1395l
623(a)		42	1395rr
623(b)(1)		42	1395rr nt
623(b)(2)		42	1395rr
623(c)		42	1395rr nt
623(d)		42	1395rr
623(e)		42	1395rr nt
623(f)		42	1395rr nt
624(a)(1)		42	1395l
624(a)(2)		42	1395l nt
624(b)		42	1395l nt
625(a)(1)		42	1395r
625(a)(2)		42	1395r nt
625(b)		42	1395p nt
626(a)–(c)		42	1395l
626(d)		42	1395l nt
627(a)		42	1395l
627(b)(1)		42	1395m
627(b)(2)		42	1395u
627(c)		42	1395l nt
628, 629		42	1395l
630		42	1395qq
641		42	1395l nt
642(a)		42	1395x
642(b)		42	1395l
642(c)		42	1395l nt
643		42	1395x nt
644		42	1395w–4 nt
645		42	1395x nt
646		42	1395cc–3
647		42	1395n nt
648		42	1395b–8 nt
649		42	1395b–1 nt
650		42	1395cc nt
651		42	1395x nt
701		42	1395fff
702		42	1395x nt
703		42	1395fff nt
704		42	1395fff nt
705		42	1395fff nt
706(a)		42	1395i–5
706(b)		42	1395x
711		42	1395ww
712		42	1395ww nt
713		42	1395ww nt
721(a)		42	1395b–8
721(b)		42	1395b–8 nt
722(a), (b)		42	1395w–22
722(c)		42	1395w–22 nt
723		42	1395b–8 nt
731(a)(1)		42	1395y
731(a)(2)		42	1395y nt
731(b)(1)		42	1395y
731(b)(2)		42	1395y nt
731(b)(3)		42	1395y nt
731(c)		42	1395u nt
732		42	1395w–4 nt
733		42	1395l nt
734		42	1395i nt
735(a)–(c)(1)	42	1395b–6
735(c)(2)		42	1395b–6 nt
735(e)(1)		42	1395b–6
735(e)(2)		42	1395b–6 nt
736(a)(1), (2)	42	1395f
736(a)(3)		42	1395g
736(a)(4)		42	1395h
736(a)(5), (6)	42	1395i
736(a)(7)		42	1395i–2
736(a)(8)		42	1395i–3
736(a)(9)		42	1395ww
736(a)(10), (11)	42	1395x
736(a)(12)		42	1395bb
736(a)(13)		42	1395cc
736(a)(14)		42	1395dd
736(a)(15)		42	1395ww
736(b)(1), (2)	42	1395l
736(b)(3)		42	1395x
736(b)(4), (5)	42	1395m
736(b)(6)		42	1395q
736(b)(7)		42	1395r
736(b)(8), (9)	42	1395u
736(b)(10)		42	1395w–4
736(b)(11), (12)	42	1395x
736(b)(13)		42	1395b–1 nt
736(c)(1)		42	1395d
736(c)(2)(A)	42	1395f
736(c)(2)(B)	42	1395n
736(c)(3)		42	1395bbb
736(c)(4)		42	1395x
736(c)(5)		42	1395cc–2
736(c)(6)		42	1395ww
736(c)(7)		42	1395ddd
736(c)(8)		42	1395ggg
736(d)(1)		42	1395w–23
736(d)(2)		42	1395mm
736(e)		42	1395ss
801		42	1395i nt
801(d)(1)		42	1395i
801(d)(2)		42	1395t
802(a)		31	1105
803		31	1105 nt
804		31	1105 nt
811(a), (b)(1)	42	1395r
811(b)(2)		42	1395w
811(c)(1)–(2)(B)	26	6103
811(c)(2)(C)	26	7213
900(a)		42	1395b–9
900(b)		42	1395b–9
900(c)		42	1317
900(d)(1)		5	5314
900(d)(2)		5	5315
900(d)(3)		5	5314 nt
900(e)(1)(A)	42	1317
900(e)(1)(B)	42	1320b–10
900(e)(1)(C)	42	1320b–12
900(e)(1)(D)	42	1395i
900(e)(1)(E)	42	1395t
900(e)(1)(F)	42	1395w–22
900(e)(1)(G)	42	1395w–23
900(e)(1)(H)	42	1395w–24
900(e)(1)(I)	42	1395w–27
900(e)(1)(J)	42	1395y
900(e)(1)(K), (L)	42	1396r–8
900(e)(1)(M)	42	1397dd
900(e)(2)(A)	42	290aa
900(e)(2)(B)	42	290bb
900(e)(2)(C)	42	299b–5
900(e)(2)(D)	42	299c
900(e)(2)(E)	42	300e–17
900(e)(2)(F)	42	300aa–2
900(e)(2)(G)	42	300ff–75
900(e)(3)		26	6103
900(e)(4)(A)	10	1086
900(e)(4)(B)	10	1095
900(e)(5)(A)	42	prec. 11271
900(e)(5)(B)	42	11271
900(e)(5)(C)	42	11272
900(e)(6)(A)	29	762
900(e)(6)(B)	25	1645
900(e)(6)(C)	20	1444
900(e)(6)(D)	42	242q–1
900(e)(6)(E)	42	247b–3a
900(e)(6)(F)	42	299a nt
900(e)(6)(G)	42	1395b–3
900(e)(6)(H)	42	1395m nt
900(e)(7)		48	1574–1
900(e)(7)		48	1421q–1
901(a)		42	1395kk–1 nt
901(b)		42	1395x
902(a)(1)		42	1395hh
902(a)(2)		42	1395hh nt
902(b)(1)		42	1395hh
902(b)(2)		42	1395hh nt
903(a)(1)		42	1395hh
903(a)(2)		42	1395hh nt
903(b)(1)		42	1395hh
903(b)(2)		42	1395hh nt
903(c)(1)		42	1395hh
903(c)(2)		42	1395hh nt
904(a)		42	1395hh nt
904(b)		42	1395hh
911(a)(1)		42	1395kk–1
911(a)(2)		42	1395kk–1 nt
911(b)		42	1395h
911(c)		42	1395u
911(d)		42	1395kk–1 nt
911(e)		42	1395kk–1 nt
911(f)		42	1395kk–1 nt
911(g)		42	1395kk–1 nt
912(a)		42	1395kk–1
912(b)		42	1395kk–1 nt
921(a)(1)		42	1395zz
921(a)(2)		42	1395zz nt
921(b)(1)		42	1395kk–1
921(b)(2)		42	1395kk–1 nt
921(c)(1)		42	1395kk–1
921(c)(2)		42	1395kk–1 nt
921(c)(3)		42	1395kk–1 nt
921(d)(1)		42	1395zz
921(d)(2)		42	1395zz nt
921(e)(1)		42	1395zz
921(e)(2)		42	1395zz nt
921(f)(1)		42	1395zz
921(f)(2)		42	1395zz nt
922		42	1395zz nt
923(a)		42	1395b–9
923(b)		42	1395b–9 nt
923(d)(1)		42	1395b–2
923(d)(2)		42	1395b–2 nt
924		42	1395b–3 nt
925		42	1395b–7 nt
926(a)		42	1395x nt
926(b)(1)		42	1395x
926(b)(2)		42	1395x nt
931(a)–(c)		42	1395ff nt
931(d), 932(a)	42	1395ff
932(b), (c)(1)	42	1395cc
932(c)(2)		42	1395i–3
932(c)(2)		42	1396r
932(d)		42	1395i–3 nt
933(a)(1)		42	1395ff
933(a)(2)		42	1395ff nt
933(b)–(d)(3)	42	1395ff
933(d)(4)		42	1395ff nt
933(d)(5)		42	1395ff nt
934(a)		42	1395kk–1
934(b)		42	1395kk–1 nt
934(c)		42	1395kk–1 nt
935(a)		42	1395ddd
935(b)		42	1395ddd nt
936(a)		42	1395cc
936(b)		42	1395cc nt
937		42	1395ff nt
938(a)		42	1395ff
938(b)		42	1395ff nt
938(c)		42	1395pp nt
939(a)		42	1395gg
939(b)		42	1395gg nt
940(a), (b)(1)	42	1395ff
940(b)(2)(A)	42	1395w–22
940(b)(2)(B)	42	1395mm
940A(a)		42	1395ff
940A(b)		42	1395kk–1
941		42	1395kk–1 nt
942(a)		42	1395ee
942(b)		42	1395l
943		42	1395y nt
944(a)(1)		42	1395y
944(a)(2)		42	1395y nt
944(b), (c)(1)	42	1395dd
944(c)(2)		42	1395dd nt
945		42	1395dd nt
946(a)		42	1395x
946(b)		42	1395f
946(c)		42	1395f nt
947(a)		42	1395cc
947(b)		42	1395cc nt
948(a)(1)		42	1314
948(a)(1)		42	1395y
948(a)(2)		42	1395y
948(b)(1)		42	1395ff
948(b)(2)		42	1395w–22
948(c)		42	1395ff
948(d)		42	1320c–3 nt
948(d)		42	1320c–3
948(e)		42	1314 nt
949		42	1320a–7
950(a)		42	1395y
950(b)		42	1395y nt
951		42	1395ww nt
952(a), (b)		42	1395u
952(c)		42	1395u nt
953(a)(2)		42	1395w–4 nt
953(b)		42	1395y nt
953(d)		42	1395d nt
1001(a)–(d)	42	1396r–4
1001(e)		42	1396b nt
1002		42	1396r–8
1011		42	1395dd nt
1012		42	242b nt
1013		42	299b–7
1014		42	299 nt
1016		42	1395hhh
1101(a), (b)	21	355
1101(c)		21	355 nt
1101(d)		35	271
1102(a)		21	355
1102(b)		21	355 nt
1103(a)		21	355
1103(b)		21	355 nt
1104		21	355a
1111–1118	21	355 nt
1121(a)		21	384
1121(a)		21	384
1121(b)(1)		21	331
1121(b)(2)		21	333
1122		21	384 nt
1123		21	381 nt
1201(a)		26	224
1201(a)		26	223
1201(b)		26	62
1201(c)		26	220
1201(d)(1)		26	106
1201(d)(2)(A)	26	3231
1201(d)(2)(B)	26	3306
1201(d)(2)(C)	26	3401
1201(d)(3)		26	6051
1201(d)(4)(A)	26	4980G
1201(d)(4)(B)	26	prec. 4971
1201(e)		26	4973
1201(f)		26	4975
1201(g)		26	6693
1201(h)		26	848
1201(i)		26	125
1201(j)		26	prec. 211
1201(k)		26	62 nt
1202(a)		26	139A
1202(b)		26	56
1202(c)		26	prec. 101
1202(d)		26	56 nt
1203(a)		26	6041
1203(b)		26	6041 nt
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