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LegalXML Member Section Report for the Second Quarter of 2005
Dear Patrick:

The LegalXML Member Section’s activities for the second quarter and planned activities for the third quarter of 2005 are summarized below for the Steering Committee and for each of our Technical Committees.
Concerns for OASIS management
Leadership changes in the eNotary Technical Committee made in December 2004 have not yet been reflected on that TC’s webpage on the OASIS site.  Assistance in accomplishing the needed changes would be greatly appreciated.  Contact Richard Hansberger at [rhansberger@nationalnotary.org] for needed information.
The Steering Committee is reviewing a draft proposed amendment to the LegalXML Member Section Rules of Procedure that would require all Member Section Technical Committees to adopt the Royalty Free on Limited Terms OASIS IPR mode.
eCorridor has added an additional subcontractor to its contract to support the volume of work needed for completion of ECF 3.0 in a timely manner.

Steering Committee

The Chair and Secretary met with the OASIS Board of Directors during the April symposium and, similarly to representatives of the other Member Sections, presented a report on the status of the LegalXML Member Section.  We asked the Board to allow us to forego the formal process by which each TC will have to adopt the Royalty Free on Limited Terms IPR mode, since it is the only one that fits with out current IIPR policy; the Board was unmoved by that plea.  We also pointed out that our TCs have an ongoing life, unlike the OASIS TC paradigm, and asked that we be excused from setting forth our deliverables and scheduled completion dates in our charters.  Having them in the charters means only that the charters must continually be updated – a clumsy process.  The Board looked more favorably on that request.  The Board asked if we wished have it establish a formal process of liaison with the other Member Sections, with the Board, or with the Technical Advisory Board.  It also asked that we revise our ROP to bring its IP language into conformance with the new OASIS IP policy.  

The Steering Committee met face to face in New Orleans the following day.  We gave final approval to our 2005 strategic plan and spending plan, approved a Member Section brochure, decided to allow our TCs to take up to the full two years allowed under the Transition Policy before adopting the Royalty Free on Limited Terms IPR mode, and approved language to present to the OASIS Board of Directors to add the American Bar Association Representative to OASIS as a member of the Steering Committee.   We decided to decline the Board’s invitation for a formal liaison process with the other Member Sections and with the TAB, but expressed the view that a regular meeting with the Board at the time of the symposium would be useful.  We reviewed the new OASIS membership categories and recognized that small organizations with more than one OASIS participant face the prospect of a dues increase from $500 to $1750 per year.  We also reviewed the new categories of TC membership.  The Steering Committee also discussed the unavailability of the California 2GEFS specification for use in developing the next release of an Electronic Court Filing specification and schemas.
Elections for the three at-large members of the Steering Committee were held in May.  Robin Gibson, John Greacen, and John Ruegg were elected.  The Steering Committee has since resolved that their terms will run from February 1, 2005 to January 30, 2006.

The OASIS Board of Directors approved the addition of the ABA representative to OASIS to the Member Section Steering Committee.  It also excised the previous IPR policy from the Member Section Rules of Procedure.

The Steering Committee meets monthly on the second Wednesday of the month, now at 1:00 to 2:00 pm Eastern time.  
In the third quarter of 2005 the Steering Committee plans to:

· choose officers for the current year

· prepare a specific proposal for the OASIS Board of Directors to insert into the Member Section Rules of Procedure a requirement that all Member Section TCs adopt the Roaylty Free on Limited Terms OASIS IPR mode
· continue to monitor the performance of the consultant provided by OASIS 
Contracts Technical Committee

This quarter the eContracts TC finished its requirements document. This was a significant accomplishment that overcame a longstanding barrier to our progress.

We also revisited our earlier work selecting and/or drafting a host schema. Our perspective on this issue is considerably sharper now that we have finished formally drafting our requirements. We have also had the benefit of a certain degree of market evolution to help in the selection. This has allowed us to see which candidate standards and schemas have gained traction in the marketplace and which have not.

Going forward we hope to select our host schema and resolve issues of structural markup.

Electronic Court Filing Technical Committee

The ECFTC met face-to-face in New Orleans on April 28 and 29 and in Atlanta on June 6 through 8.  It has also held a series of small group domain modeling and GJXDM mapping sessions involving teams of domain and technical experts.  And it has held a series of conference telephone calls.  

The results are that the TC has:

· made all initial decisions concerning the requirements for Court Filing Blue

· chosen Electronic Court Filing 3.0 as the version name for Court Filing Blue

· completed the architecture for all messages and major design elements, including court policy and queries 

· substantially completed the architecture for eService

· completed domain models and class diagrams for all messages, including all of the data elements needed to initiate and update cases within six major case type categories

· provided definitions for all of the elements identified in the domain models

· mapped all such elements to the GJXDM – identifying an appropriate GJXDM element, a GJXDM element requiring a definitional modification consistent with its intended semantic content, or an extension element

· resolved issues relating to the elements to be included in the core versus the messaging profile

· resolved the architecture for attachments, and

· prepared a draft GlobalJXDM Information Exchange Package Documentation for ECF 3.0 for submission to the COSCA/NACM Joint Technology Committee at its meeting on July 10th in San Francisco.

During the third quarter of 2005, the TC will 
-
present a progress report to the COSCA/NACM Joint Technology Committee

-
vet and complete work on the artifacts created to date

-
develop the GJXDM subset schema and extension schema for ECF 3.0

-
complete the ECF 3.0 specification 

-
prepare at least one message profile to accompany the ECF 3.0 specification

The Technical Committee will meet in Seattle on September 16 and 17 to complete all work on ECF 3.0 and deliver its final products, including the specification, schemas, profile(s), and associated artifacts, together with a final GIEPD, to the Joint Technology Committee Standards Subcommittee by the end of September.

E-Notary Technical Committee
1. eNotarization International Forum
In June 1005, in a non-OASIS event sponsored jointly by the The Hague Conference on Private International Law, the UINL (International Union of Latin Notariats), and the National Notary Association, several TC members learned of XML projects in other countries, notably Italy, where an XML delivery system is used over a closed network to accomplish civil law notarizations.

The advanced state of electronic notarization technologies in many foreign countries was discussed in detail, and TC members took away many ideas for application to jurisdictions in the United States.

2. eNotarization Questionnaire

eNotary TC officers have established contacts in several other associations in which notarization plays an important role. The need for cross-industry standards is readily apparent in these discussions.

The passage of URPERA (the Uniform Real Property Electronic Recording Act) by three states (possibly four by the end of this month), and the introduction of electronic notarization legislation (with successful passage in only one state to date) in at least six jurisdictions this year (5 of these introductions are based on the National Notary Association’s Model Notary Act, Article III) has led the TC leadership to investigate a questionnaire, directed to participants in various US industries, about the types of electronic notarizations they require or desire, and the level of understanding about XML syntaxes and standard terms and schemas they have and will support. The TC will be formulating such a questionnaire and a method to determine the appropriate recipients, with a goal to approaching the Steering Committee with a request for financial and other assistance in order to distribute it and collect and collate responses.

This questionnaire will not only develop a core data set of information critical to the work of the TC, but will also serve to educate additional industry associations and leaders about this work.

3. Membership and Support

The membership of the TC has been of primary importance to the officers. To date, we have several persons whom we are encouraging to join and hope to solidify the membership base in August 2005 to advance the work of the group.

It would also be helpful to the TC to have the home page of the TC updated to reflect the current leadership. Repeated requests to do so apparently have been overlooked by the staff responsible for keeping such pages current. The change of TC leadership took place in December of 2004 and the changes have still not been made to the home page. Any assistance from the Steering Committee would be appreciated.

Integrated Justice Technical Committee
During the second quarter, the OASIS LegalXML Integrated Justice Technical Committee (TC) focused on:

1. Holding a face-to-face meeting in New Orleans in April and monthly conference calls in May and June.

2. Continuing work in a subcommittee chaired by Scott Came to develop a GJXDM Reference Document Methodology, Naming and Design Rules (MNDR) specification.  This deliverable provides a standardized methodology for the development and definition of GJXDM conformant Reference Exchange documents.  This document leverages the UBL 1.0 specifications, several existing best practices documents developed by members of the TC, and other TC artifacts and source materials.   It was discussed in detail by the TC at the April face-to-face meeting, is currently being revised by the subcommittee, and will be reviewed again by the TC in August.

3. Continuing to develop a white paper documenting how to apply UBL components/concepts to the GJXDM.

4. Presenting two GJXDM-related presentations for the OASIS Symposium. 

5. Improving collaboration with the XSTF.  Ellen Perry will represent the LegalXML IJTC on the XSTF.   In particular, the XSTF is currently developing an MNDR-like document and the IJTC is working with the XSTF to reduce duplication of efforts. 

TC efforts for the third quarter of 2005 will include:

1. Holding monthly conference calls in July, August and September.  We expect the next face-to-face to be in the fall.

2. Finalizing the MNDR specification.

3. Finishing the “applying UBL concepts to the GJXDM” white paper.

4. Once the MNDR specification and UBL paper are complete, the TC will revisit our charter and consider future directions for the group. We need to make sure there is enough need and interest in continuing to develop additional Information Exchange Packages before we continue along this path.

I hope that this report is satisfactory to you and to the Board of Directors.

Yours truly,
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John M. Greacen
Chair, LegalXML Member Section
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