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October 21, 2005
Patrick Gannon

President  & CEO

OASIS

630 Boston Road

Billerica, MA 01821 USA

LegalXML Member Section Report for the Third Quarter of 2005
Dear Patrick:

The LegalXML Member Section’s activities for the third quarter and planned activities for the fourth quarter of 2005 are summarized below for the Steering Committee and for each of our Technical Committees.  For the first time, this report includes a table showing the status of our budget for the current year.
Concerns for OASIS management
The Steering Committee is extremely grateful to OASIS management for its responsiveness to our needs for new contractor support during the past month.  You were able to negotiate and enter into a new contractor support agreement within a couple of weeks’ time.  Your responsiveness made it possible for the Electronic Court Filing Technical Committee to remain on schedule for its planned delivery of Electronic Court Filing 3.0.  

The Steering Committee has submitted a proposed amendment to the LegalXML Member Section Rules of Procedure that would require all Member Section Technical Committees to adopt the Royalty Free on Limited Terms OASIS IPR mode.  I have forwarded the proposed amendment to you for consideration by the OASIS Board of Directors.
I have also referred to you and Jamie Clark the Steering Committee’s concern about a pending patent application covering  the presentation of certain legal terms in electronic form.  We fear that if the patent is issued as requested it may create immediate problems for our eContracts Technical Committee and long term problems for all of our LegalXML Technical Committees.

Steering Committee

The Steering Committee meets monthly on the second Wednesday of the month, now at 1:00 to 2:00 pm Eastern time. 
During the third quarter, the Committee:

· Retained John Greacen as Chair and Roger Winters as Secretary for the current year.

· Reviewed and approved an amendment to the Member Section Rules of Procedure to require all Member Section Technical Committees to adopt the Royalty Free on Limited Terms OASIS IPR mode.  Existing TCs will have until April 2007 to convert from their current IPR policies. 
· Monitored the performance of eCorridor under the OASIS contractor support contract and recommended that the contract be terminated at the end of the next quarter.

· Recommended to OASIS management a new support contract with MTG Management Consultants LLC for the limited purpose of completing the work on ECF 3.0 for the Electronic Court Filing Technical Committee.

· Revised the Member Section budget to include sufficient funds for the MTG support contract.

· Received a report from one of its members that a private company has submitted an application to patent the presentation of certain legal terms in electronic form and requested assistance from OASIS management in dealing with this development.
· Approved the creation of a revived Court Document Subcommittee within the Electronic Court Filing Technical Committee and appointed Rolly Chambers as our informal liaison between the eContracts TC and this new ECFTC subcommittee.  We chose not to create a horizontal document structure committee at the Member Section level until we have developed further experience.

In the fourth quarter of 2005 the Steering Committee plans to:

· Conduct the selection process for at large Steering Committee members before the end of the calendar year.
· Prepare and approve objectives and a budget for the Member Section for the 2006 calendar year.
· Monitor the performance of the consultant provided by OASIS.
eContracts Technical Committee

This quarter the eContracts TC made considerable progress. We decided that we will work with BNML as a host schema. This is a schema developed by Elkera, a company whose CEO has been a valuable contributor to our group.

A fair amount of time was spent working out the IP issues so that we could use the IP without compromising either OASIS or Elkera.

Now that all of those issues have been resolved we have to work out the details of what modifications need to be imposed on this schema in order to meet our requirements as specified in our requirements doc. This is our goal for the coming months. We believe that, while certainly not a trivial process, this should be relatively straight forward.

Electronic Court Filing Technical Committee

The ECFTC met face-to-face in Seattle on September 16 and 17.  It has also held a series of small group domain modeling and GJXDM mapping sessions involving teams of domain and technical experts.  And it has held a series of monthly and more frequent conference telephone calls.  

The results are that the TC has:

· Completed and reviewed first drafts of

· The ECF 3.0 specification

· The ECF 3.0 domain model

· The ECF 3.0 mapping spreadsheet of all elements and their counterpart GJXDM elements or extension elements

· The WSDLs for all ECF 3.0 messages

· The Web Services messaging profile

· Resolved all of the basic structural questions concerning ECF 3.0
· Completed the definitions for all data elements within the domain models

· Prepared a compilation of all TC decisions relating to ECF 3.0 to guide MTG in completing all of the ECF 3.0 products

· Developed a comprehensive plan and schedule for completion of ECF 3.0 by the first week of November.

· Obtained the commitment of two TC members to prepare a “plain English” explanation of the specification for the non-technical domain leaders whom we will ask to approve ECF 3.0.

John Greacen has obtained an extension of time for delivery of the ECF 3.0 specification and other products until the end of September.  
During the fourth quarter of 2005, the TC will 
-
complete the vetting of the ECF 3.0 work products and present them to the COSCA/NACM Joint Technology Committee for consideration during its December meeting as a “proposed standard” for state courts in the United States.
-
work with the Joint Technology Committee to develop a plan for acceptance and interoperability testing of ECF 3.0.
The Technical Committee will meet in Las Vegas in early December for its final face to face meeting of the year.
E-Notary Technical Committee
1. California eNotarization Forum and International eNotarization Efforts

In October 2005, the National Notary Association hosted a California eNotarization Forum to review legislative plans to support electronic notarization in California. Electronic notarization will necessarily involve XML standards for the recordation of real property titles in county recorder offices. eNotary TC officers will watch developments in California closely to determine how these developments may impact TC efforts.

The National Notary Association is continuing to coordinate with The Hague Conference on Private International Law and several US state commissioning officials to consider development of XML standards (and related processes) for the issuance and management of electronic Apostilles. eNotary TC officers will actively encourage participation by these parties in the work of the TC.

2. eNotarization – A US Perspective

eNotary TC officers have established contacts in several other associations in which notarization plays an important role. The need for cross-industry standards is readily apparent in these discussions.

Most particularly, the chair is coordinating efforts with several industry associations on existing or planned accreditation standards for digital certificates. XML standards will necessarily also be a part of these discussions, as each industry association is working to develop XML-based electronic document standards that are industry specific. 

The passage of URPERA (the Uniform Real Property Electronic Recording Act) in four states, and the successful passage of eNotarization legislation in three states (with a fourth coming online by the end of the year) has led the TC leadership to continue working to develop appropriate support for membership of this TC. We are hopeful that this legislative activity signals an upturn in interest in eNotarization across a broad variety of government agencies and private industries.

3. Membership and Support

The membership of the TC has been of primary importance to the officers. To date, we have several new members we are encouraging to join and hope to solidify the membership base in 2006 to advance the work of the group. The challenges for membership are simple: eNotarization is still very new legislatively; the data standards the TC develops will need to reflect the legislative landscape. The officers are hopeful that the increased legislative activity will lead to greater interest in the TC’s efforts.

The chair of the TC will continue to focus on encouraging membership and sponsorship of these efforts. Several large industry leaders, including Adobe and Microsoft, are showing greater interest in participating.

4. Ongoing work and status of each initiative

A. Notary standard for transmitting notary journal data from individual desktops or registries to public central registries located in public sector facilities. It was estimated that this would take 6 months to develop the requirements and one year to complete standard.

STATUS: National Notary Association draft XML specification is completed and will be submitted for initial review and possible adoption by TC by the end of 2005. Based upon availability of members, draft review can begin in January 2006.

B. Horizontal effort for jurats certificates. To be cooordinated with other LegalXML TC bodies. Open-ended with no deadlines.

STATUS: Goal is to draft journal XML specification and then turn attention to certificates as next priority.

C. dss profile - to adopt eNotary standard for either server signing or server timestamping of client notary signatures. It is estimated that this will take 3 months to develop the requirements and one year to complete a standard.
STATUS: No work underway at this time. Committee hopes to begin work in 2006.

5. Other projects

A. Apostilles - Apostilles are international certifications regarding the identity, seal and signature of notaries. There are a few data fields only, as defined by the 1961 Hague Convention. Over 20 states have requested information and potential adoption of standards through the National Notary Association, which indicates a greater degree of interest in this project than originally planned.

STATUS: Based upon report of work undertaken at joint Hague/IULN/NNA Forum on eNotarization and eApostilles, committee will consider report and determine potential next steps. The Hague is showing great interest in participating in this effort.

B. Inter-jurisdictional court orders. Court orders from a foreign jurisdiction that are presented in a second jurisdiction, require certification within the US by clerks in a way much like notarization is done with notarized documents.

STATUS: No work underway.

Integrated Justice Technical Committee
During the third quarter, the OASIS LegalXML Integrated Justice Technical Committee (TC) focused on: 
1. Holding monthly conference calls in July and September (the September call was actually held in early October due to technical problems)

2. Continuing work on the development of a GJXDM Reference Document Methodology, Naming and Design Rules (MNDR) specification. This quarter has been a bit of a rebuilding effort, with Scott Came's resignation of the subcommittee chair, but we're currently working to complete the final version of each MNDR section.

TC efforts for the fourth quarter of 2005 will include: 
1. Holding monthly conference calls in October, November, and December. 
2. Finalizing the MNDR specification.  The subcommittee expects to be ready to present a finished document to the entire TC (and other interested parties) by the end of the year.
3. Once the MNDR specification and UBL paper are complete, the TC will revisit our charter and consider future directions for the group. We need to make sure there is enough need and interest in continuing to develop additional Information Exchange Packages before we continue along this path.
Budget Status Report

As of the end of September 2005, the LegalXML Member Section budget status is as set forth in the table below.  The Member Section Steering Committee increased the budget by $28,589.45 during the month of September to include sufficient funds to cover the new MTG support contract.

	Category
	Annual Budget
	Actual Expenditures through September
	Proposed Additional Expenditures
	Difference

	Meeting expenses for the Steering Committee
	$8,022.25
	$8,022.25
	0
	0

	Meeting expenses for Member Section Technical Committees
	4,824.57
	4,824.57
	0
	0

	Services of specification drafter/consultant
	80,022.63
	50,627.63
	29,980
	($585.00)

	Conference call service
	975
	975
	0
	0

	Bad debt
	2,145
	2,145
	0
	0

	Total
	$95,989.45
	66,594.45
	29,980
	($585.00)


I hope that this report is satisfactory to you and to the Board of Directors.

Yours truly,
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John M. Greacen
Chair, LegalXML Member Section
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