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LegalXML Member Section Report for the Second Quarter of 2006
Dear Patrick:

The LegalXML Member Section’s activities for the second quarter of 2006 and planned activities for the third quarter of 2006 are summarized below for the Steering Committee and for each of our Technical Committees.  
Concerns for OASIS management
The Steering Committee continues to support requiring all Member Section Technical Committees to adopt the Royalty Free on Limited Terms OASIS IPR mode. The eNotary TC and Electronic Court Filing TC have provided clear steps in that direction, as evidenced by their reports which are incorporated.
The Steering Committee continues to investigate patents that may impact the work of the Member Section.  
We have vetted with OASIS staff our concerns for the way in which the membership of the Member Section is constituted for voting purposes.  Roger Winters, working with OASIS staff members Dee Schur and Scott McGrath, achieved a working consensus on how votes of individuals and member organizations should be treated with regard to member section-wide voting issues.
Steering Committee

The Steering Committee meets monthly on the second Wednesday of the month, now at 1:00 to 2:00 pm Eastern time. 
During the second quarter, the Committee:

· Monitored approved expenditures for consulting services to two TC’s, being the Electronic Court Filing TC and the e-Contracts TC, and resolved issues of priorities and availability of funds by consensus.
· Rolly Chambers continues to advise us on OASIS organization rules created by the OASIS Board.
In the third quarter of 2006 the Steering Committee plans to:

· Monitor the progress of consultant services authorized by the Steering Committee for the named beneficiary TC’s for 2006.
· Provide guidance to the TC’s as necessary in coordination with OASIS staff, and receive, consider and act upon requests from the TC’s and OASIS, including transitioning to the New IPR policy
Electronic Court Filing Technical Committee

The committee held a face-to-face meeting in San Francisco, California on May 11 and 12 and held two telephone conference calls during the quarter.

The Electronic Court Filing 3.0 specification is being implemented in at least three states – Arizona, Georgia and New Jersey.  The Maricopa County implementation involves three different vendors – efiling.com, Lexis-Nexis Courtlink, and Wiznet.  Missouri may also be implementing the specification.  The proposed new Subscriber Communications Data Request TC proposes to make extensive use of ECF 3.0 in conducting its work.

The LegalXML Member Section Steering Committee provided $8,000 to the technical committee to provide technical support to these implementors.  To date, none of the implementing jurisdictions have called upon us to provide such support.  Maricopa County contracted directly with MTG Management Consultants, LLC, our technical support provider, for its assistance.

The technical committee substantially completed its work on ECF 3.01, incorporating the terminology used by the OASIS Service Oriented Architecture Technical Committee, and making a few minor changes to the element definitions.  The schemas and messaging profiles have been conformed to the changes.

Tom Carlson completed a review of all ECF data element definitions, comparing them to the current GJXDM definitions and definitions created by National Center for State Courts user groups creating other court-related IEPDs.  Tom and Robin Gibson are reviewing the materials to distill from them a group of proposed definitional changes to suggest to the XSTF.

The technical committee approved a revision of its charter for transmission to Jamie Clark for his review.  Jamie has raised some questions that must be resolved before he will post the revised charter for approval by the technical committee.

The technical committee discussed whether any changes would be needed to make ECF 3.0 usable internationally.  We have members from Canada and the United Kingdom, so we believe that the specification is adequate to meet the needs of Commonwealth countries.  Any further analysis of this issue will depend on persons from other countries joining the technical committee or presenting additional elements or use cases that the specification will need to support.

The technical committee adopted the following policy positions:

When an element in an existing specification is changed, we will deprecate the former element, add the new element, and put a pointer in the definition of the deprecated element to the new element.  

We will assign the 3.01 version to the new release of the ECF specification; given the resolution above, the new release will be backwardly compatible with ECF 3.0.

Work continues on the following:


Drafting of a technical introduction to the specification for IT professionals

Enhancement of ECF 3.0 for appellate filings, including those for administrative applications such as bar admissions, bar and judicial discipline, and court rules.  The committee will prepare a use case for the record on appeal when documents are maintained in electronic form in the trial court.  The committee is obtaining appellate data elements from the federal courts, the Arizona, Florida and Georgia Supreme Courts and the Arizona Court of Appeals.  

Exploration of avenues to involve administrative agencies in testing or enhancing ECF 3.0.  The current avenue being explored is the various federal agencies receiving immigration documents for filing.

Enhancement of ECF 3.0 to include other case types (lower court appeals, civil traffic, parking, and local ordinance violations) and non-case information.  The Property Records Information Association has joined the TC and will provide valuable assistance with the latter issue.

The TC has three active subcommittees:


The Conformance Subcommittee

The Court Document Subcommittee


The Signature Subcommittee

During the third quarter of 2006, the TC will 

-
formally approve ECF 3.01, the Summary and Introduction for judges and court administrators, and the charters of the Document and Conformance subcommittees.

-
continue the work of the Court Documents and Signatures Subcommittees and commence the work of the Conformance Subcommittee

-
hold a face to face meeting in New York City on September 21 and 22 for the purpose of bringing together the jurisdictions and companies implementing the ECF 3.0 specification to identify lessons learned and changes and additions to the specification needed.  

Issue for OASIS management

The TC will set in motion the process for converting to the Royalty Free on Limited Terms IPR mode at its December face to face meeting in Las Vegas.  We will rely on OASIS to let us know how many of our TC members have membership agreements on file from their organizations.

Oasis LegalXML eNotarization Technical Committee  
1. Proposed work and status of initiatives
A. Electronic signature profiles - adopt enotary standards for server signing, server timestamping, and other methods of signing electronic notarizations. 
STATUS: The TC has reviewed the electronic signature profiles incorporated in the Electronic Court Filing (ECF) 3.0 XML specification and has tentatively accepted these or substantially similar signature profiles for electronic notarizations. The TC has identified the need for an additional signature profile for biometric electronic signatures.
B. Identify structural patterns of notarial documents such as acknowledgments and certificates. 
STATUS: The TC reviewed the general structural patterns of notarial documents and has identified data elements such as date, location, and name data items, common to all notarial certificates or acknowledgments. This review is ongoing and will provide the basis for standardizing XML markup for the structures and data elements in electronic notarizations.
C. Establish a dictionary to define semantics for XML elements and attributes used for electronic notarizations. 
STATUS: The TC identified an initial list of definitions of notarial terms that can be refined for use as part of an XML standard for electronic notarizations. Additionally, the TC reviewed and compared a spreadsheet of “data elements” for e-notarizations drawn from three leading notarization element vocabularies potentially useful for XML e-notarizations. The elements were based on information from the Pa Assn of Notaries & US Notary Assn, the MISMO SMART Document 1.02 DTD used in the mortgage industry, and the National Information Exchange Model Universal 0.2 XML schema being developed through the U.S. Depts. Of Justice and Homeland Security. The TC will continue to identify potential elements and existing XML vocabularies for e-notarizations. 
D. Develop use cases describing various notarial acts. 
STATUS: The TC began developing use cases for various common notarial acts, such as acknowledgments, for which an XML standard could be useful. Background information regarding notarial acts was reviewed and an appropriate format to follow in creating use cases was identified. An initial draft covering two use cases for e-notarizations was prepared and reviewed. The TC anticipates that the use cases will provide the basis for identifying and clarifying requirements for an XML standard for e-notarizations and expects to continue developing and refining the use cases on an ongoing basis.
2. Transition to Oasis “RF on Limited Terms” IPR Mode. 
A. Approval of IPR Transition
STATUS: The TC approved transitioning to the Oasis “Royalty Free on Limited Terms” IPR mode. The TC expects to formally complete the transition and revision to the TC charter during the third quarter of 2006. 
3. Other potential projects. 
A. Apostilles - Apostilles are international certifications regarding the identity, seal and signature of notaries. There are a few data fields only, as defined by the 1961 Hague Convention. 
STATUS: The TC will review work undertaken at a joint Hague/IULN/NNA Forum on eNotarization and eApostilles and decide whether to include an XML standard for apostilles as part of an XML standard for electronic notarizations.
4. Future activities. 
A. 3rd quarter 2006 – The TC will continue focusing on reviewing background information relevant to an XML standard for electronic notarizations. It also will continue developing and refining use cases for electronic notarizations.
B. 3 rd quarter 2006 – The TC will complete updating its charter to specifically adopt the Oasis “RF on Limited Terms” intellectual property mode for the TC's activities. 
Oasis LegalXML eContracts Technical Committee


Having worked out most of the bugs in our draft spec last quarter, this quarter's activities were focused on removing the final sticking points,  and preparing to hire a contract technical writer to put it into an acceptable format for broad consideration.

After carefully specifying the work to be done by the contractor, working out a management process, and soliciting proposals, the TC collected a handful of candidates of which two were excellent. We made the difficult decision which, through a lot of discussion in conference and by email was unanimous. We decided to use Dr. Leff and his team based in part on his already deep understanding of the issues and in part on his clearly demonstrated and outstanding technical writing ability.

The next step in this process (already underway as I understand it) is to manage the internal process for getting the contract through OASIS.

Next quarter we are hoping to finish this draft spec, send it out for review, and move towards finishing the TC's work.

Oasis LegalXML Integrated Justice Technical Committee

During the second quarter, the OASIS LegalXML Integrated Justice
Technical Committee (TC) focused on:

1. Collecting written comments for updating the GJXDM Methods Naming& Design Rules Document.   

2. Solicited samples of conformant IEPD’s to include in the MNDR appendix.   


TC efforts for third quarter of 2006 will include:
 
1. Take a break from monthly conference calls during the summer, reconvene calls in September 2006.

2. Review NIEM draft to assess level of effort required to issue a NIEM version of the MNDR specification.   3. Complete appendix for MNDR and obtain Integrated Justice Technical Committee members review and comment.  
 
3. Once the MNDR specification is complete, the TC will revisit our charter and consider future directions for the group. We need to make sure there is enough need and interest in continuing to develop additional Information Exchange Packages before we continue along this path. 
Budget Status Report

The Member Section began the 2006 fiscal year with a balance of available funds of $2,494.29 which represented a shortfall in the anticipated 2005 carryover of $898.62.  By the end of July, the date of the latest financial report, we had received an additional $ 23,100.25 from our 40% share of total OASIS membership revenue for the Member Section, which was 121.07% of the budgeted amount for this period. Thus total available funds during this were $ 25,594.54, which exceeds the portion of the consultancy funds authorized for the year for the Electronic Court Filing Technical Committee and the eContracts Technical in the amount of $16,000, none of which has yet been spent. 
I therefore believe and state to you that the financial health of the Section appears to be better than expected in light of the budgeted revenues and expenditures for this year. This result appears in part to be a consequence of increased membership in the LegalXML Member Section as well as the vitality of the voluntary financial participation of the implementers in the ECF TC 3.x Court Filing Standard.
I hope that this report is satisfactory to you and to the Board of Directors.

Yours truly,

s/ John H. Messing /s
Chair, LegalXML Member Section
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