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James Ignatius Keane, 60, a lawyer and consultant specializing in litigation management and computer support systems, died June 10 at Inova Fairfax Hospital. He had lung cancer.

A Cheverly native, he was a graduate of Gonzaga High School in Washington, Marquette University in Milwaukee and Georgetown University law school. His father was a criminal defense lawyer.

Early in his career, Mr. Keane clerked for J. Dudley Digges, an associate justice on the Maryland Court of Appeals; was an assistant Maryland attorney general; and served on the team prosecuting the bribery allegations against then-Vice President Spiro T. Agnew stemming from his days as Baltimore County's chief executive.

With the Agnew case relying on voluminous documentation, Mr. Keane felt there was a need to create a computer system to manage the document databases. He began working on creating law-related technology for Aspen Systems Corp., Coopers & Lybrand in New York, Arthur Young & Co. and his own business, the James Keane Co., based at his home in North Potomac.

In 1999, he became the founding chief legal officer of JusticeLink, a Dallas-based company that originated the electronic filing of court documents. The business eventually became a division of Lexis-Nexis.

	
	· 


More recently, Mr. Keane did consulting work and helped found VirtualCourthouse.com, an Internet-based dispute-resolution company.He was a former chairman of the Maryland State Bar Association's special committee on technology. He was a co-author of "Litigation Support Systems: An Attorney's Guide" (1992).

His marriages to Susan Sheridan Keane and Michele Crewe Keane ended in divorce.

Survivors include his wife of 18 years, Cynthia Potesta Keane, and their daughter, Meghan Keane, both of North Potomac; three sisters, Kathy Keane of Rockville, Paula Lautzenheiser of Springfield and Claire Keane of Rabun Gap, Ga.; and two brothers, Martin Keane of St.Petersburg, Fla., and Kevin Keane of Japan.

