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1 Introduction

This document is a Proposed Standard developed by the OASIS LegalXML Member Section’s Electronic Court Filing Technical Committee. It defines a technical architecture and a set of components, operations, and message structures for an electronic court filing system and sets forth rules governing its implementation.
1.1 Scope

This specification describes the technical architecture and the functional features of an electronic court filing system, that is, features needed to accomplish electronic filing in a court, pointing out both normative (required) and non-normative (optional) business processes it supports. The non-functional requirements associated with electronic filing transactions, actions and services needed to accomplish the transactions, such as network structures and security infrastructures, are defined in related specifications, namely:

· Messaging profile specifications defining communications infrastructures within which electronic filing transactions can take place.
· Document signature profile specifications that define mechanisms for stating or proving that a person signed a particular document.

This specification supports the following automated information exchanges:

· transmission of documents in electronic form from law firms and from other persons and organizations to a court for entry (“official filing”) in the court’s official case records;

· transmission of data needed to complete (or demonstrate the previous completion of) financial transactions involving filing fees or the payment of any other court fees, fines and financial obligations;

· transmission of the metadata needed to initiate a new case record in a court’s automated case management information system (CMS) when the document being transmitted is one that commences a new case in that court;

· transmission of the metadata needed to create an entry that records (indexes) a filed document in a court’s electronic listing of cases and their contents (sometimes called a “docket” or “register of actions;)”
· transmission of the metadata needed to update the information recorded about a case maintained in a court’s case management system (CMS);

· messages returned to the sender that confirm receipt of the sender’s filing message or events such as the entry of the document(s) submitted into the court record (or an error message stating that the document[s] could not be accepted for filing and stating the reason[s] why);

· queries to the court seeking information about data and documents held within the court’s official electronic records and the return of information in response to those queries; and

· a query from a filer seeking from the court record system the names and addresses of parties in a case who must be served and whether by traditional or electronic means, and

· transmission of copies of or links to documents submitted for filing to the other parties in a case who are entitled to receive them.

In addition to filing of court case documents, this specification supports “secondary service” – the presentation of copies of filed documents to persons who have already been made parties to a case. This specification does NOT support “primary service,”  which entails the service of summonses, subpoenas, warrants, and other documents that establish court jurisdiction over persons, making them parties to cases.  Therefore, this specification does NOT support the following automated information exchanges:

· a query by a filer seeking from the court record system the names and addresses of parties in a new case who must be served to establish court jurisdiction over them in the new case, and

· transmission of copies of or links to documents submitted for filing to any party in a new case or any newly added parties in an existing case.

This specification defines a set of core structures that are common to most types of court filings, as well as defining specific structures that apply to filing documents in the following types of court cases:

· bankruptcy

· civil (including general civil, mental health, probate, and small claims)

· criminal (both felony and misdemeanor)

· domestic relations (including divorce, separation, child custody and child support, domestic violence, and parentage, i.e., maternity or paternity)

· juvenile (both delinquency/offender and dependency) 

· traffic
Although ECF 3.0 does not define data structures elements specific to other case types (e.g., cases before appellate courts), the basic structure will support other types of court filings and the specification is extensible through addition of court-specific and case-type-specific extensions.  
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