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Electronic Court Filing 3.0 Specification
The OASIS LegalXML Electronic Court Filing Technical Committee has developed technical specifications for court electronic filing in order to encourage courts to implement electronic filing services. The Technical Committee is composed of volunteers who represent groups interested in promoting standards for electronic court filing, including court subject matter experts, academics, and vendors.
Electronic Court Filing 3.0 (ECF 3.0), based on national information exchange standards, provides courts a standard way to implement electronic filing that is both compatible with systems in other courts and fully integrated with each court’s own case management system (CMS) and document management system (DMS). 
The goals of the Technical Committee in designing this specification are to:
· Accommodate the variety of court and vendor business models for electronic filing.
· Enable courts to use the same technology for electronic filing and justice partner information sharing.
· Employ and align with existing and emerging technical standards for information sharing in the justice world.
· Ensure long-term sustainability through flexibility that allows courts to adapt to statutory, technical, and other changes that affect their business.
ECF 3.0 is a set of complementary core specifications that facilitate electronic filing. These specifications will allow courts to pass information with increased accuracy and reliability using standard XML technology. Together, ECF 3.0 enables a court to receive, review, and accept filings and respond to those filings electronically, regardless of case type. 
The E-Filing Environment

The diagram below illustrates the typical electronic filing environment, involving four key participants. 

In many early implementations of electronic filing, the main concern was delivery of electronic documents to the court, with little integration with a court’s automated systems – the courts received an electronic document with only minimal data, which did little to decrease court activity required to process the documents and the case. Courts would receive and print the documents and then process them as though they had been over-the-counter filings. In some instances, courts made documents available to non-court users through a link to that court’s register of actions.  This was a valuable public service for court users but provided little actual savings for the court itself. ECF 3.0 provides the means to ensure end-to-end benefits to the filer, as information and documents move through an electronic service provider to the court’s CMS and DMS, and information flows back to the filer. Integration with the court’s CMS and DMS is critical to relieving court workloads and to making electronic filing a success.

Benefits
By using the ECF 3.0 specification, a court can expect the following:

· Supported by courts. The ECF 3.0 specification has been proposed to the COSCA/NACM Joint Technology Committee (JTC) as a recommended national standard for implementation of electronic filing in the courts. The JTC has established a review process which will culminate in formal votes by the respective boards of COSCA and NACM. 
· Lowered implementation costs. Through the use of standardized software and programming methods, courts and vendors are able to reduce implementation costs. 
· Reduced time to implement. Increasing experience with using the recommended standards means implementations will be completed more and more quickly, requiring fewer court resources. 
· Flexibility. While ECF 3.0 standardizes how filers, vendors, and court systems are to interact, it was designed to accommodate the wide variations in court business processes and technology resources. 
· Based on global Web standards and practices. Where possible, the specification uses industry-standard Web services instead of custom models that are more difficult and costly to support.

· Based on national justice standards. ECF 3.0 is coordinated with and references the Global Justice XML Data Model (GJXDM), a federally supported standard for exchanging information among justice agencies.

· Open source. ECF 3.0 is an open and freely available specification unencumbered by claims of intellectual property rights. It is intended for use by anyone interested in developing a standards-compliant electronic court filing system.

· Integration with court systems. ECF 3.0 helps a court integrate its CMS and DMS with software designed to reduce court workloads.

· Electronic service. ECF 3.0 covers how to file documents electronically, and it also addresses how to serve electronic notice upon parties who have agreed to accept service electronically.

· Machine readable.  Courts can publish their business policies for electronic filing, including such information as filing fees, document types, and relevant case types.
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