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The OASIS LegalXML Electronic Court Filing Technical Committee approved Electronic Court Filing (ECF) 3.1 and Web Services Service Interaction Profile (WSSIP) 1.1 as committee specifications on July 30, 2007.  A patch for WSSIP 1.1 has been posted.  These specifications have been forwarded to the Court Information Technology Officers Consortium (CITOC) Standards Committee to begin the Conference of State Court Administrators (COSCA)/National Association for Court Management (NACM) approval process.
The Technical Committee intends to release ECF 4.0, revised service interaction profiles, and related artifacts in the Spring of 2008.  ECF 4.0 will not be backwardly compatible with the ECF 3.x releases; however, previous ECF 1.x and ECF 3.x specifications will continue to be supported.

ECF 4.0 will contain these features:

Conformance to National Information Exchange Model (NIEM) 2.0


Inclusion of additional elements to support appellate eFiling

Modifications to better support civil traffic, local ordinance, and parking cases

Modifications to the WSSIP to include multiple messages in the same transaction to accommodate bulk filing and a means for “chunking” documents too large to be transmitted in a single message

Modification of the language in the specification relating to secondary service of process to clarify that the filer always retains legal responsibility for the adequacy of service.  The specification will suggest how a jurisdiction could structure eService, using the ECF specification, when working with multiple eFiling vendors 
Add enhancements to Court Electronic Filing Policy for hierarchies and content,
to support differentiating lists of valid document types by case type and to impose limits on the use of particular document types within even more limited contexts  
Remap Payments and Receipts to comply with Universal Business 

Language (UBL) 2.0 

Include an email service interaction profile 
Make editing changes to the specification to improve readability
The Technical Committee intends to issue future releases only to add elements or functionality that implementers report as needed and missing from the current specification or to remain in compliance with future NIEM releases.  We understand that NIEM does not intend to issue a major release until all new content has been normalized, which should not occur before the Spring of 2009 at the earliest.
