BISACS Alert Categories

Alerts sent to the BISACS shall follow the following categories for classification purposes. The key words for these categories will be embedded in the “event” sub-element of the “Info” element within the Common Alerting Protocol message.
Main-category
Sub-category-level-1
Sub-category-level-2

Fire (sensor data)



Biological




Chemical




Explosive




Gas




Nuclear




Radiological




Smoke




Temperature

Security (sensor data)



Door




Elevator




Motion




Window

Weather (sensor data)



Light




Humidity




Pressure




Rain




Snow




Temperature




Ultraviolet




Wind

Status (sensor or device data)



State







InputPower







Location







OperationalStatus







Other
Status (sensor or device data) continue…



Value







Concentration







Humidity







Light







Percent







Pressure







Signal







Speed







Temperature







UML







Other

The Format For The “event” Sub-element
The “event” sub-element shall take on the following string format using the colon character as the delimiter between the categories:
Main-category(required):Sub-category-level-1(optional):Sub-category-level-2(optional)

The following strings are all valid for the “event” sub-element:

Fire:Smoke

Fire

Fire:Explosive

Security:Door

Security

Security:Motion

Weather

Weather:Pressure

Weather:Humidity

Status:State

Status

Status:State:InputPower
Status:Value:Speed

Status:Value
Client applications using the BISACS web services interface should make use of the “event” sub-element of the “info” element from the CAP message as the mechanism for filtering on alert categories.

Sample CAP Messages
A Sample Smoke Detector Alert
<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?>

<alert xmlns="urn:oasis:names:tc:emergency:cap:1.1">

  <identifier>1179353147004</identifier>

  <sender>https://seurat.cbt.nist.gov:8443/bisacs</sender>

  <sent>2007-05-16T18:05:47-04:00</sent>

  <status>Exercise</status>

  <msgType>Alert</msgType>

  <source>alarm1bundle.sensor01</source>

  <scope>Public</scope>

  <info>

    <category>Fire</category>

    <event>Fire:Smoke</event>

    <urgency>Immediate</urgency>

    <severity>Extreme</severity>

    <certainty>Observed</certainty>

    <expires>2007-05-16T18:06:47-04:00</expires>

    <description>Smoke detector, building 226, 3rd floor, room B346.</description>

  </info>

</alert>

A Sample Device Information Alert
<?xml version="1.0" encoding="UTF-8"?>

<alert xmlns="urn:oasis:names:tc:emergency:cap:1.1">

  <identifier>1179353147004</identifier>

  <sender>https://seurat.cbt.nist.gov:8443/bisacs</sender>

  <sent>2007-05-16T18:05:47-04:00</sent>

  <status>Exercise</status>

  <msgType>Alert</msgType>

  <source> temperatureSensor01 </source>

  <scope>Public</scope>

  <info>

    <category>Other</category>

    <event> Status:Value:Temperature </event>

    <urgency>Unknown</urgency>

    <severity>Unknown</severity>

    <certainty>Observed</certainty>

    <expires>2007-05-16T18:06:47-04:00</expires>

    <description>72.5 degrees Fahrenheit</description>

  </info>

</alert>

