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	Term
	Definition

	Account
	The set of attributes that together define a user’s access to a given service. Each
service may define a unique set of attributes to define an account.  An account defines user or systems access to a resource or service.

	Actor
	An entity (i.e. person or system entity) involved in a provisioning use case. Examples of actors include application programs, security services, any computing or non-computing services, etc. Actor may be seen as effectively synonymous with system or person.

	Attributes
	Data elements that define an account or service definition.


	Authentication 
	To confirm a system entity’s asserted principal identity with a specified, or

understood, level of confidence.

	Authorized
	A system entity or actor is “authorized” if it is granted a right or a

permission or a capability to access a system resource or service.

	Enterprise
	Environment within the companies' realm (e.g., Intranet, current corporation

employees, temporary employees, contractors).  

	External Enterprise
	Environment which may contain many or all of the following:

Managed Services, contractors, temporary employees, multiple organizations, private to

public registry systems.

	Identity
	The unique identifier for a person, resource or service.

	Organization
	Organization of Persons or service elements.

	Party
	Refers to any person who interacts with the system and/or the

network the system is managing.

	Person
	Represents an individual person

	Principal
	A system entity whose identity can be authenticated

	Provisioning
	The process of managing attributes and accounts within the scope of a defined business process or interaction.  Provisioning an account or service may involve the Creation, modification, deletion, suspension, restoration of a defined set or accounts or attributes. 

The process of provisioning an account or service may involve the execution of a defined business or system process.

	Pull 
	To actively request information from a system entity.

	Push 
	To actively provide information to a system entity, who did not explicitly

request it.

	Requesting Authority
	Party or system that is authorized to request a resource for the

party.

	Resource
	An application or service supporting the provisioning or account or attribute data.

	Role
	Dictionaries define a role as “a character or part played by a performer” or “a function or position.” Principals don various types of roles serially and/or simultaneously, e.g. active roles and passive roles. The notion of an Administrator is often an example of a role.

	Session
	A lasting interaction between system entities, often involving a user, typified

by the maintenance of some state of the interaction for the duration of the

interaction.

	Subject
	A principal, in the context of a security domain, about which a given

provisioning request is made or requested.

	System
	An active element of a computer/network system--e.g., an automated

process or set of processes, a subsystem, a person or group of persons--that

incorporates a distinct set of functionality. 

	Service
	A specific type of resource that is not physically obtained by a user,

but is accessed periodically by the user

	Uniform Resource Identifier 

 (URL)


	A compact string of characters for identifying an abstract or physical

resource.

	Uniform Resource Locator


	Defined as “a compact string representation for a resource available via the

Internet.” URLs are a subset of URI.

	XML (Extensible Markup

Language)
	Extensible Markup Language, abbreviated XML [36], describes a class of

data objects called XML documents and partially describes the behavior of

computer programs which process them. XML is an application profile or

restricted form of SGML, the Standard Generalized Markup Language [ISO

8879]


