[A note on terminology:

       "provider" as the term for an entity that accepts search

       queries and returns results.  We can

       discuss better names for both of these later.]

Please provide the name of the JSR:

Search Specfication

Please provide a description of the JSR in 30 words or less:

The Search Specification is an API for composing and federating search queries to a

set of search providers, and aggregating returned results.

Initial Group Membership / Supporting this JSR:

Plumtree Software

possibilities include:

      - Search vendors

        - Verity, Autonomy, Google, ...

      - Application vendors

        - Peoplesoft, Oracle, Siebel, SAP, ...

      - Other portal vendors:

        - IBM, BEA, Vignette, Microsoft, ...

      - Content management vendors:

        - Documentum, ...

      - Plumtree partners

      - Plumtree customers

2.1 Please describe the proposed Specification: 

The Search Specification will be an API for composing and federating search queries to a

set of search providers, and aggregating returned results.  The main

goal is to support search as a way of integrating enterprise

systems.  Examples of use cases include a Java web application or

portal that offers combined Web, enterprise, and site search, or a front-end

Java customer support application that offers search of a variety of

back-end enterprise applications, as a way of locating all available

information on a particular customer.

This Specification describes an implementation-independent API for

composing and issuing search queries, a limited but extensible

authentication scheme for identifying the originator of a query (who

may have rights to see all or part of a search collection), and an

extensible object model and API for requesting information about

search results.

2.2 What is the targeted Java platform?

Server initially, possibly Desktop.  Not tied to a particular Java platform.

2.3 What need of the Java community will be addressed by the proposed specification?

Web applications are currently dependent on proprietary search APIs

that differ from vendor to vendor, or on complex standards that are a

burden to implement in their full generality.  Under such

circumstances, high quality search is a development and support

challenge.  The existence of a simple standard will make Java

application development simpler.

In addition, we hope that the existence of a simple standard will motivate

more vendors to implement search APIs or Web services in their

products.

2.4 Why isn't this need met by existing specifications?

There have been a number of standards with similar or overlapping

goals, but we believe that this standard has unique and useful

aspects.

Z39.50, aka ISO 23950, is an adopted international standard and has

similar goals to this proposal (along with its companions SRW, CQL,

and ZOOM).  However, we believe it has a number of weaknesses:

   - high complexity

   - overreach and overgenerality; attempts to attack a large

     number of interrelated problems with interrelated solutions

   - a focus on the needs of librarians, not enterprise users

   - lack of adoption by major enterprise search or application

     vendors

A major goal of the Search Specification will be simplicity, and we see this as its major

differentiator from the Z39.50 standards family.

The Dublin Core Metadata standard defines a common set of metadata.

The Search Specification should support query against and retrieval of Dublin Core

metadata, and should encourage implementers to use standard names for

metadata, but should not require them to do so.

JSR 170, the Java Content Repository API, contains limited full text

search as a subset (but does not address many of the query composition

or federation issues that the Search Specification standard will address).  The expert

group will attempt to keep the Search Specification standard compliant with JSR 170.

2.5 Please give a short description of the underlying technology or technologies:

These areas will be reviewed by the expert group for possible

inclusion in the Search Specification standard (some, but not necessarily all, will be

included):

 - Java API for assembling Boolean queries

 - Required and/or recommended text operators or a query language

 - A document model specifying what is guaranteed to be returned as

   part of a search result (e.g. "Document Name") and how this may be

   extended, e.g. a type system along the lines of that of JSR170

 - An authentication scheme for specifying the originator of a query

   (both the application and the application end user on whose behalf

    the query is issued)

 - Methods of aggregating results returned by different providers into

   a single result set, and/or standardized metrics for measuring the

   relevance of a search result

These areas are NOT included in the Search Specification:

 - Web service protocols used to issue queries or return search

   results

2.6 Is there a proposed package name for the API?

(tbd)

2.7 Dependencies on OS, CPUs, devices?

None.

2.8 Are there any security issues?

No.

2.9 Are there any internationalization or localization issues?

Depending on what is included, the spec may need to address stemming

of query tokens, localized query operators, ..  (Needs more detail.)

2.10 Existing specs made obsolete?

No JSR specs.  JSR170 may need to add references to this spec.

2.11 Anticipated schedule for development?

(tbd)

2.12 Anticipated working model for experts group

Primarily collaboration through Plumtree's portal site and/or email.

Telephone conferences on occasion.  Frequent face-to-face meetings

are not anticipated.

2.13 Describe how RI, TCK will be delivered.

2.14 Please state the rationale if previous versions are available

  stand-alone and you are now proposing in 2.13 to only deliver RI and

  TCK as part of a profile or platform edition (See sections 1.1.5 and

  1.1.6 of the JCP 2 document).

2.15 Please provide a description of the business terms for the

Specification, RI and TCK that will apply when this JSR is final.

BSD on GNU Open Source licensing

3.1 Existing docs, specs, or implementations?

Plumtree Enterprise Web Development Kit

TBA: additional products

3.2 Explanation of how these items might be used as a starting point

  for the work.

4.1 Additional info?

None.

