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1. Introduction to the Call for Requirements

The Internet has spawned a revolution in how content is distributed and services are accessed.  This has fueled the development of technologies to manage, secure, control, and automate the flow of content and the access to services over the Internet, as well as other digital distribution techniques. Digital Rights Management (DRM) is the common term collectively associated with such technologies. If we consider the DRM lifecycle or workflow for digital content and services, we see that the exchange of rights and conditions information is required between the entities in the workflow or at each step of the lifecycle. We also realize that expressing rights can be simple or very complex depending upon the requirements of the entire workflow.

Thus, a common standard rights language that can be shared among the participants in this digital workflow is required.  This common rights language will facilitate the interoperability of the systems that manage the creation, distribution and consumption of these digital works and services.  It will also be an integral tool in declaring and implementing trust and authentication mechanisms.

The need for a standard rights language has been recognized in a number of organizations that develop technical standards for different types of content in many different domains.  For example; 

· Open eBook Forum – eBooks

· MPEG – multimedia content

· TV Anytime – multimedia content in a specific domain

· Digital Video Broadcasting (DVB) – multimedia content in a specific domain

· PRISM – periodical print publishing

· Society of Motion Picture and Television Engineers – Digital Cinema

· NewsML – news agency content, print publishing  

Additionally, fields such as healthcare (HIPPA compliance) and financial services (SEC regulations compliance) have now recognized the need for the ability to express usage and access rights for documents, records and services.  

To address this industry need, the Rights Language Technical Committee (“RLTC”) within OASIS was organized to define the industry standard for a Rights Language that supports a wide variety of workflows and has an architecture that provides the flexibility to address the needs of the diverse communities that have recognized the need for a rights language. The language needs to be:

· Comprehensive: Capable of expressing simple and complex rights.
· Generic: Capable of describing rights for any type of digital content or service
· Precise: Communicates precise meaning to all components of the system
· Interoperable: Comprehends it is part of an integrated system
· Agnostic: To platform, media type or format
As part of the development process, the RLTC is organized into the following Subcommittees to focus on the key elements of an industry standard rights language:

· Governance/Liaison SC 

· Requirements SC

· Core and Standard Extension Specification SC

· Examples SC

· Profiles SC

· Extensions Process and Models SC

Reference documentation and further information is available on the RLTC website (http://www.oasis-open.org/committees/rights/)

2. Scope of the Call for Requirements

The RLTC Requirements SC is soliciting requirements from various identified entities in the information supply chain. The RLTC Requirements SC is presently soliciting these parties and experts to submit requirements pertaining to a rights language and invites these parties to join the RLTC in its development. Respondents are requested to provide pertinent information to satisfy both present and future needs. Use cases that model the specific needs are also encouraged.

The RLTC Requirements SC requests inputs by July 10, 2002. Upon the receipt of all the respondents’ information, the RLTC Requirements SC will develop the aggregate RLTC Requirements Document by August 7, 2002. The RLTC Requirements Document will be a core document for the all of the RLTC Subcommittees stated above.

3. Procedures for Responding to the Call for Requirements

As an identified source entity, an RLTC representative has been assigned to assist you in the requirements gathering process. Your contribution will become made available to the public when it is formally submitted to the Requirements Subcommittee for analysis.

4. Contact Information

Your RLTC Requirements SC Representative:

<RLTC Requirements SC Representative information>

Hari Reddy

Chairperson, OASIS Rights Language Technical Committee

6500 Rock Spring Drive

Suite 110

Bethesda, Maryland 20817

Phone: 240-694-1246
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