The Search web service is a means of opening a database to external enquiry in a standardized manner that facilitates discovery of query and response possibilities and makes it possible for heterogeneous databases to be queried simultaneously with the same or similar queries.  Client software can be easily configured using a standardized XML explain document that is accessible from the base URL or via the explain operation.  In contrast with protocols such as SQL and XQuery, detailed knowledge of a database’s structure is not necessary as the explain document contains parsable information on server defaults, searchable indexes and record schemas that are returned in the response.
Context sets can be made for use with the search web service that define standard index names and search attributes thus facilitating multi-database searching via either a single or similar searches.   Profiles can be registered combining context sets and record schemas and so ensure inter-operability in a variety of domains.

Two kinds of enquiry access are defined; search via keywords or phrases that returns a result set of records and scan via terms that returns a list of terms in an index.
A search or scan can be expressed in a simple URL, enabling a search to be embedded in any web page. The server may send the results with an accompanying XML style sheet, thus the service can be widely used in web pages without any underlying programming.  

