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Abstract

This document describes the program and technical requirements for the SAML conformance system. 

Referenced Documents

1. http://www.itl.nist.gov/div897/ctg/conformProject.shtml
2. http://lists.oasis-open.org/archives/conformance/200104/msg00000.html 

3. XML Protocol specification conformance issues 
Notational Conventions

The key words "MUST", "MUST NOT", "REQUIRED", "SHALL", "SHALL NOT", "SHOULD", "SHOULD NOT", "RECOMMENDED",  "MAY", and "OPTIONAL" in this document are to be interpreted as described in Key Words for Use in RFC’s to Indicate Requirement Levels (RFC 2119).

Status of this Document

This document represents work in progress upon which no reliance should be made.

Document Version History

· Version 0.001: Initial version

· Version 0.002:
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Scope

SAML deals with a rich set of functionalities ranging from authentication assertions to session assertions to assertions for policy enforcement. Not all software might choose to implement all the SAML specifications. In order to achieve compatibility and interoperability, applications and software need to be certified for conformance in a uniform manner. The SAML conformance effort aims at fulfilling this opportunity. 

Section X of this document deals with defining and specifying the conformance. Section XX, the SAML Conformance Technical requirement, will elaborate the actual technical requirements.

The deliverables of this effort would be this document as well as test suite software capable of testing the conformance and producing a conformance report (?).

1 Conformance Clause

Please refer to the SAML specification for the conformance clause.

2 Conformance process

< Define the levels of engagement, how to run the various tests, communicate the results, any certification process>

3 Technical requirements

3.1 Scope – what should be addressed?

3.1.1  Assertions (test requirements)
· Should assertions be part of the standard?
3.1.2  Test Suite
· Prescribe a test methodology?

· How test suite will be delivered/used (e.g., web based, downloadable)?

3.1.3  Testing Service 
· Guidelines for establishing a test service 

3.1.4  Certification
· Guidelines for issuing certificates

3.1.5 Testing program considerations

How formal should testing be?

· Self testing, 3rd party testing

· Branding/certificates

Testing program

· Who will ‘own’ the testing program?

· Policy and procedures

· Testing laboratory

· Issue Certificates

· Control board

· Test suite maintenance
3.2 Reference Architecture

3.3 Infrastructure

3.4 Test suite

3.4.1 Basic and extended level testing

3.4.2 Interoperability tests

3.4.3 Test result tabulation and reporting

4 Conformance services

< This section describes the services, which the organization has to provide including software services, releases, self-test kit, actual computer systems, facilities, web based interfaces, availability,… >

5 To Do
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