TAX XML: Information Note
1. What is XML?

The term ‘XML’ refers to eXtensible Mark-up Language (XML), a standard for creating common data formats for the web environment.
2. What is TAX XML? 
TAX XML is the validation of existing XML standards in order to determine whether these standards fulfil the requirements stemming from the field of taxation. If necessary proposals are made to modify these standards or standard elements are defined. 
3. What/ who is OASIS?

OASIS is a not-for-profit global consortium that drives the development, convergence, and adoption of     e-business standards. Members themselves set the OASIS technical agenda using open processes designed to promote industry consensus and unite disparate efforts. OASIS produces world-wide standards for security, Web services, XML conformance, business transactions, electronic publishing, topic maps and interoperability within and between marketplaces.
4. Why have an OASIS TAX XML Committee? 

The committee was established following the CFA’s earlier work on the taxation impacts of electronic commerce, which had identified XML as a preferred standard for the exchange and mark-up of tax related data. The objective of the committee is to analyse personal and business tax reporting and compliance requirements so as to facilitate interoperability using XML in a way that is open, flexible, and international in scope. 
5. Who are the members of the OASIS Tax XML Committee?
The committee is comprised of representatives of tax bodies in Australia, Canada, Germany, Netherlands, UK, and USA, various other country government bodies, the IT industry, major accounting firms, and industry standard bodies. The committee is chaired by Harm-Jan van Burg of the Netherlands Tax and Customs Administration and co-chaired by Susan Smoter of the US Internal Revenue Service.

6. Why is TAX XML important for tax administrations?

The benefits envisioned by the committee from adoption of TAX XML include reductions in development of jurisdictionally-specific interchange standards for software developers and tax administrations. Tax paying constituents will benefit from richer e-service products from tax administrations and service providers due to more flexible interchange formats and reduced development efforts. Administrations will also benefit from increased online interactions, which will improve business efficiency. Customers benefit from increased choices and streamlined business processes. Lastly, software developers will see reduced development costs and schedules when integrating their systems with tax reporting and compliance systems across jurisdictions.

7. Who should I contact if I have any questions?
h.j.m.burg@minfin.nl
susan.smoter@irs.gov
