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Ref:
RH/MK/355(04)
Date: 18 November 2004
To:
Heads of Tax Administrations in OECD member countries
Cc:
All Members of the FTA Bureau


All Members of the Taxpayer Services Sub-group
Dear Colleagues, 

FTA Taxpayer Services Sub-group — Tax XML Position Paper for Tax Administrations
Enclosed for your information and attention is a position paper and fact sheet dealing with the use of Extensible Mark-up Language—known as ‘XML’ in information technology circles—in tax administration. These papers have been prepared by the OASIS Tax XML Committee, a Committee established to develop XML standards for tax administration purposes, and whose membership includes a number of OECD member countries. The Committee works in close collaboration with the FTA Taxpayer Services Sub-group, and this paper results from the CFA’s earlier work on the taxation impacts of e-commerce and recognition of XML as a preferred standard for tax administration.

The adoption of Tax XML is intended to generally facilitate the development of taxation software systems and electronic service delivery, with attendant benefits for taxpayers, software developers, and tax administration bodies.
We commend these papers to you and encourage the adoption of XML standards by your organization. Your officials should contact the officials identified in the fact sheet if they wish to obtain additional information or clarification of any particular aspect contained in the papers.  

Yours sincerely,
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Terence Lutes












Bjarne Hope




Chair,











FTA Chair & Director General,

            FTA Taxpayer Services Sub-group
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