ebXML

ebXML (Electronic Business using eXtensible Markup Language), is a modular suite of specifications that enables enterprises of any size and in any geographical location to conduct business over the Internet. Using ebXML, companies now have a standard method to exchange business messages, conduct trading relationships, communicate data in common terms, define, and register business processes.

· ebXML Value 

· Provides the only globally developed open XML-based Standard built on a rich heritage of electronic business experience. 

· Creates a Single Global Electronic Market Enables all parties irrespective of size to engage in Internet-based electronic business. Provides for plug and play shrink-wrapped solutions. 

· Enables parties to complement and extend current EC/EDI investment expand electronic business to new and existing trading partners. 

· Facilitates convergence of current and emerging XML efforts. 

· ebXML delivers the value by 

· Developing technical specifications for the open ebXML infrastructure. 

· Creating the technical specifications with the world's best experts. 

· Collaborating with other initiatives and standards development organizations. 

· Building on the experience and strengths of existing EDI knowledge. 

· Enlisting industry leaders to participate and adopt ebXML infrastructure. 

· Realizing the commitment by ebXML participants to implement the ebXML technical specifications. 

UBL
The Universal Business Language (UBL) is an international standard vocabulary for e-Business that is freely available to everyone without cost or licensing. An e-Business vocabulary defines the ways in which electronic documents describe things like "Items", "Addresses", "Purchase Orders", "Taxes", etc. UBL's development grew from the realization that without such a standard, the true potential of the Extensible Markup Language (XML) for e-Business would not be achieved. 
Documents, Components, and Context

The primary deliverable of UBL is a set of standard formats for common business documents such as invoices, purchases orders, and advance shipment notices. These formats are designed to be sufficient for the needs of many ordinary business transactions and, more importantly, to serve as the starting point for further customization. To enable this customization, the standard document formats will be made up of standard “business information entities,” which are the common building blocks (addresses, prices, and so on) that make up the bulk of most business documents. Basing all UBL document schemas on the same core information entities maximizes the amount of information that can be shared and reused among companies and applications.

In a UBL-enabled world, companies publish profiles of their requirements for the business documents involved in specific interactions. These profiles specify the business context of each transaction, that is, specific parameters such as the industries and geographic regions of the trading partners. The context parameters are applied to the standard formats to create new formats specific to a given transactional setting. Since these context-specific formats are based on the standard components, interoperability is guaranteed while taking into account the requirements of each party to a particular transaction.

