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	Sweden abstains due to lack of consensus. Please find comments below from both approving and disapproving Swedish stakeholders.
	
	

	SE
	
	
	
	ge
	On behalf of SoftArc (as a member of the Swedish Standards Institute Office,SIS), I hereby wish to convey that we are in favor of UBL 2.1 becoming an international standard under ISO. 
I work through the assignment of the Swedish National Financial Management Authority with e-procurement in Europe Network PEPPOL (I have a role as a "coordination community leader" in the domain "Post Award" on behalf of the ESV in the non-for-profit organization OpenPEPPOL). The specs PEPPOL are responsible for ("PEPPOL Business Interoperability Specifications", BIS) are based on the CEN WS BII profiles and linked to UBL syntax. UBL is a positive contributing factor to the PEPPOL network's high level of interoperability which in turn contributes to an increased prevalence and increased use of PEPPOL. 

UBL is also successfully used as an information carrier of Electra (www.electra.se), a major distributor in the electronics industry (SoftArc is the IT provider who built the main parts in Electra's business systems, "smart", which includes modules for ERP, logistics and POS). Through UBL, Electra has successfully integrated new businesses incorporated in the Group. UBL has simplified the exchange of information between different technical solutions such as POS and ERP for retail and logistics, and not least the facilitation of communication between companies in terms of core business concepts. 

We are positive to that ISO will take over responsibility for the management and further development of the UBL, which provides additional sanction to this standard and will hopefully increase the spread of the UBL standard.
	
	

	SE
	
	1.1.1 Terms and Definitions
	“The terms Core Component (CC), Basic Core Component (BCC), Aggregate Core Component (ACC), Association Core Component (ASCC), Business Information Entity (BIE), Basic Business Information Entity (BBIE), and Aggregate Business Information Entity (ABIE) are used in this specification with the meanings given in [CCTS].”
	te
	Comment from:

Odette Sweden, Swedish Bankers and GS1 Sweden:

There is no additional mention of these terms. Additionally, Figure C.1. "UBL Data Model Realization” does not show any references to BCC, ASCC, ACC, and CCT.


	BCC, ASCC, ACC, and CCT must exist in the "UBL Data Model Realization” or remove all references to ISO/TS 15000-5:2005 and UN/CEFACT CCTS 2.01
	

	SE
	
	1.2 Normative References
	“[CCTS] ISO/TS 15000-5:2005 Electronic Business Extensible Markup Language (ebXML) — Part 5: ebXML Core Components Technical Specification, Version 2.01” is listed but with a link to the UN/CEFACT version [http://www.oasis-open.org/ committees/download.php/6232/CEFACT-CCTS-Version-2pt01.zip
	ge/te
	Comment from:

Odette Sweden, Swedish Bankers and GS1 Sweden:

"UN/CEFACT Core Components Technical Specification [CCTS]” is not listed in this section.  Since [CCTS] ISO/TS 15000-5:2005 is considered normative by UBL, there is an expectation that all UBL 2.1 library entries follow the rules in this standard.

The following examples show where UBL 2.1 does not follow rules in ISO/TS 15000-5:2005. This normative reference therefore does not apply to UBL 2.1. 
The table below shows on the left side the required parts defined within ISO 15000–5:2005. The right side shows the corresponding parts, if available, within OASIS 2.1.

ISO 15000–5:2005

OASIS UBL 2.1

Syntax Neutral data model

XML only (syntax specific)
Data model non-normative (optional)[1]
Can be used to create other syntax solutions

Cannot be used to create other syntax solutions

Normative Categories of building blocks:[2]
Current building blocks:
Basic Core Component (BCC)

–

Association Core Component (ASCC)

–

Aggregate Core Component (ACC)

–

Core Component Type (CCT)

Core Component Type
(only basic definitions are provided)

Basic Business Information Entity (BBIE);

UBL BBIEs

Association Business Information Entity (ASBIE)

UBL ASBIEs

Aggregate Business Information Entity (ABIE)

UBL ABIEs

A set of rules that describe how semantic blocks are to be developed and managed is a prerequisite to ensure quality in consistency and coherence of a standard for electronic business messages.

It is clear that UBL does not follow the rules in ISO/TS 15000-5:2005 and is developed without any general framework for building semantic blocks.
	Update OASIS UBL to follow ISO/TS 15000-5:2005. Alternately all references to ISO/TS 15000-5:2005 should be removed.

Make OASIS UBL 2.1 Library normative.

Remove Normative Categories of building blocks reference or design UBL Library to include all normative category references as required by ISO/TS 15000-5:2005.
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	Comment from:

Odette Sweden, Swedish Bankers and GS1 Sweden:

Regarding the development process of UBL messages

References to real users, stakeholders or supply chain experts are missing in the list of contributors which indicates the UBL messages have not been developed together with experts in supply chain processes and logistics. An example is the UBL Despatch advice which differs from other message standards on Despatch advice such as the UN/CEFACT Despatch advice. From the perspective of implementers and experts on supply chain and logistics it is hard to understand how the UBL message should be implemented and used.
	The complete library of business documents must be quality assured by experts in supply chain management, logistics and finance before acceptance as ISO.
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	Comment from:

Odette Sweden, Swedish Bankers and GS1 Sweden:

OASIS have already applied to ISO/TC 154 (Processes, data elements and documents in commerce, industry and administration) for UBL to be recognized as an ISO standard. 
ISO/TC 154 rejected the application.
It is not acceptable that an ISO Committee (ISO/IEC JTC 1 Information technology) can overrule decisions made in another ISO committee. In this case ISO/TC 154 which is a committee focusing on standards for electronic business messages.
	Withdraw the application/reject the application.
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	Comment from:

Odette Sweden, Swedish Bankers and GS1 Sweden:

Diversity at the expense of harmonization 

If the application from OASIS is accepted it would mean that new barriers will be created for cross-border and cross industry communications in private sector and public sector.   

Electronic business messages based on XML syntax are already published by UN/CEFACT (UN/ECE) for several years. 

UBL is a set of electronic business messages which more or less includes exactly the same electronic business messages which already are published by UN/CEFACT, but with restrictions as listed under Comments (see above). 

UN/CEFACT and ISO have a long history of formalized cooperation and mutually understanding on how to build the basis of standards on electronic business messages for the best to the common market of users. Accepting UBL as an ISO standard will result in diversity instead of harmonization, or to put it stronger -  ISO will speak with two voices.
	Withdraw the application/reject the application.
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