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1 Problem Outline 

Sort order of second level elements in a Find Business API response is currently undefined. 

For eg: Suppose a find_business returns 2 businessInfos with 4 serviceInfos each.

Currently there is nothing in the UDDI specification (v2 & v3) that defines how the serviceInfos are sorted. Find qualifiers are always applied to the top level elements and not to the underlying elements.

1.1 Terminology

The key words must, must not, required, shall, shall not, should, should not, recommended, may, and optional in this document are to be interpreted as described in [RFC2119].
2 Solution Outline 

Modify the spec to specify that “second level elements returned in response to a Find Business must be sorted in the order in which they were saved in the registry”.   

3 Impact Statement (optional)

This change impacts only Find Business API since no other API returns second level elements that can be sorted.
4 Spec Change Detail

Add the following to the find_business section of the V2 (4.2.2.3) and V3(5.1.10.3) UDDI Specification:
Second level elements (serviceInfos) within the returned businessList will be sorted in the order in which they were saved.
5 Alternatives Considered (optional)

1. Use the same sort order for both first-level and second-level elements.

a. Complicates implementation. ( for eg. Implementations then have to consider whether a find qualifier that is valid for a top level element is valid for the second level element too.)

6 References

6.1 Normative

[RFC2119]
S. Bradner, Key words for use in RFCs to Indicate Requirement Levels, http://www.ietf.org/rfc/rfc2119.txt, IETF RFC 2119, March 1997.
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