Scenario Outline

Background:
A chain of bookstores BookWorld, Inc. includes multiple store formats with locations ranging from kiosk- to supermarket-size stores.  Naturally, it has a number of inventory information systems in place throughout its diverse retail network, since requirements and capabilities range dramatically at different locations.  All stores have their own inventory management processes, which are not centrally controlled by BookWorld.  BookWorld CIO wants to enable inventory visibility throughout its retail network to be able to monitor book sales, respond quicker to demand fluctuations, streamline procurement, provide better demand visibility to suppliers (i.e. publishers) and to be in a position to implement centralized inventory management and replenishment in the future.

In order to do that, each store’s near-live inventory data needs to be available to corporate for analysis, reporting and – in the future – acting on.
Flow Sequence:

1. BookWorld installs a UDDI service registry and UnitSpace BCR Server, which automatically publishes its repository API endpoints to the registry.

2. IT at BookWorld locations use their development tools to integrate their inventory databases with UnitSpace BCR Server’s repository, making sure that relevant inventory data is published there by each location nightly.  UnitSpace BCR Desktop may be used to emulate a tiny store’s system.
3. A few stores are published as service providers in BookWorld’s service registry.  They categorize themselves according to store format and identify themselves with a BookWorld location ID.

4. Stores’ IT managers create UnitSpace BCR Server-based data services that serve their stores’ inventory data available in the repository.  Data services are automatically published to the registry as each store’s respective service.  Registry UI is accessed to browse service registrations.

NOTE (to be made during demo): Because the registry is used to look up service endpoints at runtime, the location of the service becomes irrelevant for most purposes.  A large store or regional data center may be used to provide some of the inventory data services.
5. BookWorld corporate IT implements a system that uses individual stores’ data services to consolidate inventory data and publish per-item summaries to UnitSpace BCR Server repository.  A new BookWorld data service is spawned to provide other BookWorld systems access to the consolidated data.  The new service can be shown to be visible via the registry.
6. BookWorld IT decides to collaborate with some of its key publishers on a demand chain visibility project, which would give the publishers access to BookWorld’s near-live inventory data for their books.  In order to do that, BookWorld first installs a new extranet UDDI registry and publishes itself in it as a service provider.

7. BookWorld IT manager goes to UnitSpace BCR Server administrative console and creates a new data service based on the consolidated inventory data service, which differs from the original in that it provides no product information other than its availability and a code, which allows publishers to identify their own products.  This prevents BookWorld from sharing sensitive publisher data between multiple publishers at the risk of unnerving some publishers.  The new service is published to the extranet registry and becomes available to the publishers for discovery and consumption.
