Version 0.88 dated January 2003, prepared jointly by the WSRP and WSIA TCs.

The Web Services for Remote Portlets (WSRP) specifies a protocol to allow plug ‘n’ play of user-facing Web services with portalets or other intermediate web applications. Compliant portals can aggregate information from multiple sources and present it to the end users in a plug-and-play manner, without the need for specific presentation logic or API programming. The specification covers both application logic and presentation logic. It supports multi-step transactions, preserving information across a multi-step conversation. Typical applications would be to send the same purchase order to multiple suppliers, or collect information from multiple sources and present it to the user on a single web page. 

The WSRP describes a conversation between conforming Producers and Consumer on behalf of end users, where:

· Producers are web services that serve up transaction code or information in a manner that can be used by the consumer

· Consumers are portals, eCommerce applications, or other user-facing applications that aggregate information and/or transactions from multiple producers for presentation to the end user. The Consumer is responsible for re-formatting incoming data for presentation to the end user. 

In this dialog, the consumer is responsible for identifying its presentation requirements to the producer. The producer is responsible for rendering its service in a manner that can be consumed by the requestor. The producer may have many renderings of the same service to accommodate different types of consumers. 

The protocol supports HTML, XHTML, and XHTML Basic. It provides a common Cascadng Style Sheet  (CSS style sheet) that portlets SHOULD use in order to avoid generating Consumer-specific markup while preserving the uniform display to end user. WSRP defines the following CSS elements:

	Style Element
	Examples

	Font
	Portlet-font = normal

	Messages
	Status, error, alert

	Sections
	Header/footer, footnote, table

	Forms
	Input field, button text, form-field, form-field label

	Menus
	Portlet menu, menu item, selected menu item, sub-menu item, description

	
	

	
	


Relationship to UIML

WSRP and WSIA use HTML dialects and CSS for presentation. At the present time, they recommend use of a common CSS to reduce the effort involved in creating a common presentation style for aggregated data. UIML could streamline this function while providing greater flexbility. 

