UOML Specification Technical Committee Charter

1. [The name of the TC, such name not to have been previously used for an OASIS TC and not to include any trademarks or service marks not owned by OASIS. The proposed TC name is subject to TC Administrator approval and may not include any misleading or inappropriate names. The proposed name must specify any acronyms or abbreviations of the name that shall be used to refer to the TC.]

------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Unstructured operation markup language (UOML) technology committee 

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
2. [A statement of purpose, including a definition of the problem to be solved.]

The Unstructured operation markup language Standard defines an XML schema for universal document operations. The schema is suitable for operating printable documents, including create, view, modify, query information that can be printed in paper, e.g. books, magazine, newspaper, office documents, maps, drawings, blueprints, but is not restricted to these kinds of documents. There are several commercial and free applications available based on UOML, with more currently under development.
The purpose of this TC is to create an open, XML-based operation standard for unstructured documents.
The resulting standard must meet the following requirements:
a) It must be suitable for printable documents.

b) It must define universal operations to these documents, including create, view, modify, query, retrieve. 

c) It must be compatible with the W3C Extensible Markup Language (XML) v1.0 and W3C Namespaces in XML v1.0 specifications, 

d) It must process layout based information suitable for presenting the document, 

e) It must be friendly to document related applications.

f) It must be cross-platform, program language independent.

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

3. [The scope of the work of the TC, which must be germane to the mission of OASIS, and which includes a definition of what is and what is not the work of the TC, and how it can be determined when the work of the TC has been completed. The scope may reference a specific contribution of existing work as a starting point, but other contributions may be made by Members on or after the first meeting of the TC. Such other contributions shall be considered 
by the members of the TC on an equal basis to improve the original starting point contribution.]

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------Since the UOML.org XML format specification was developed to meet these criteria and has proven its value in real life, this TC will use it as the basis for its work.

A standard for document operation will be of great utility to many users and software companies developing applications, and should be made available as soon as possible.

Thus, the work of this TC has been divided in two phases:

1. In the first phase, this TC has used proven and established constructs so that the resulting standard can satisfy the immediate needs of many users, as well as serve as a base for future, less restricted development. The work of this TC in the first phase has concentrated on the following areas:

a. establishing a mechanism and policy for extensions, preferably relying on XML namespaces, 

b. establishing a set of 'core' elements and attributes to be supported by all implementations, 

c. incorporating feedback from early adopters of the base specification and fixing technical problems that may have been uncovered, 

d. ensuring that the resulting specification and documentation are consistent and of high quality. 

The first phase was completed by delivering the UOML Technology Committee Draft 1 before Jan 31, 2007.

2. In the second phase, this TC will maintain the specification delivered in phase 1 and will extend it to encompass additional areas of applications or users, which may also include adapting the specification to recent developments.

The work of this TC in the second phase will additionally allow for the following areas:

a. enabling additional areas of application, 

b. exploring new or experimental ideas for document operation, and 

c. extending the expressiveness of the operation. 

The TC intends to submit completed and approved work to other organizations in accordance with the OASIS Liaison Policy, and when doing so intends to continue responsibility for the maintenance of its specifications.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

4. A list of deliverables, with projected completion dates.

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Each of the TC's phases will result in a Committee Specification that includes:

· a set of XML schemas setting the vocabulary, constraints and semantics of the operation in question, and 

· a set of written specifications that describe the elements and attributes of the schemas in plain English. 

The TC has delivered a first Committee Draft before March 30, 2007.

The TC aims to deliver a second Committee Draft in August 2007 and aims to submit this Committee Draft for balloting by OASIS membership for OASIS standard status.

The TC aims to deliver additional Committee Drafts throughout the second phase every year. If one of these Committee Drafts contains substantial changes from the last Committee Draft that has OASIS standard status, the TC shall submit this Committee Draft for balloting by OASIS membership for OASIS standard status.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

5. [The anticipated audience or users of the work.]

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The anticipated audience for this work includes, but is not restricted to:

· makers of document related applications; 

· Docbase providers;  

· Other specification writers that need document operations or parts of it. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

6.   [The language in which the TC shall conduct business.]

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

The TC shall conduct its proceedings in English.

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

7.   [Specification of the IPR Mode under which the TC will operate.]

RAND Mode: 

a.       Except where a Licensee has a separate, signed agreement under which the Essential Claims are licensed to such Licensee on more favorable terms and conditions than set forth in this section (in which case such separate signed agreement shall supersede this Limited Patent License), each Obligated Party in this TC hereby covenants that, it will grant to any  complete conforms of calling UOML standard: a nonexclusive, worldwide, non-sublicensable, perpetual patent license (or an equivalent non-assertion covenant) under its Essential Claims covered by its Contribution Obligations or Participation Obligations without payment of royalties or fees, to make, have made, use, market, import, offer to sell, and sell, and to otherwise distribute Licensed Products directly or indirectly that implement such specification. Such license need not extend to features of a Licensed Product that are not required to comply with the Normative Portions of such specification. For the sake of clarity, the rights set forth above include the right to directly or indirectly authorize a third party to make unmodified copies of the Licensee's Licensed Products and to license (optionally under the third party's license) the Licensee's Licensed Products, within the scope of, and subject to the terms of, the Obligated Party's license.

b.       Any Docbase providers, i.e. makers of software which implements UOML, shall be charged a fix percentage of the revenue generated by adopting UOML in total, as the authorized expenses for all correlation patents, regardless the mount of the patent involved. 

----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

8.    [Non-normative information regarding the startup of the TC]

a.   Identification of similar or applicable work that is being done in other OASIS TCs or by other organizations, why there is a need for another effort in this area and how this proposed TC will be different, and what level of liaison will be pursued with these other organizations.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Differences from ODF TC

a).   UOML deals with layout-based formatting information, ODF deals with content-based formatting information.  

b).   UOML limits functions to abstract from paper, ODF has rich functions

c).   UOML defines operation interface, ODF defines storage format

To sum up, UOML and ODF are designed for different purpose, resolve different problems

-----------------------------------------------------------------------------------

b.   Optionally, a list of contributions of existing technical work that the proposers anticipate will be made to this TC.
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Sursen launches the standard to provide the best way for document interoperation. 

Four UOML Alliance members have also made the contributions to it: 

HanWang Technology Co.

TRS Information Technology Co. 

Redflag Chinese 2000 Software Co.

Institute of Software, Chinese Academy of Sciences;

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

c.   A proposed working title and acronym for the specification(s) to be developed by the TC
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

UOML Specification 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

