.

Information in the WSDM MUWS architecture is sometimes used for more than one purpose, and it is important to understand the role that this information plays at any point. A number of roles have been identified to distinguish these purposes, as described below.  (Note these are not the same as the roles that manageable resources play in relationships)

Identity

· A value that has the role of identity is used primarily to test sameness, i.e. whether two different EPRs refer to the same manageable resource.

· Every manageable resource has a manageable resource identity.

· Identity is unique for all time and is valid only for the lifetime of the manageable resource.

· Where the architecture defines a value as having the role of identity, clients MUST NOT assume that they can use it as a name or address, unless the interface explicitly indicates that the value also has the role of name or address.  Put another way, even if the value of an identity looks like a name or address, it MUST NOT be treated as such unless it has been passed as a name or address.

· Identity is a property of every manageable resource, reflected through a WS‑Resource Property, and so may be used within a property based search. 

Reference
· A manageable resource reference is used to allow a client to communicate with an entity: it expresses a communication endpoint to an entity.
· Manageable resources are referenced using EPRs

Endpoint Reference

· An Endpoint Reference (EPR) is a reference that allows the client to communicate with a WS‑Resource.
Name

· A name is a value that is resolvable to a manageable resource by reference. The resolution of a name bound to a manageable resource results in a reference to the manageable resource.   

· Zero or more names may be bound to a manageable resource. 

· A manageable resource may not be aware of the names bound to it.

· Operations to bind names to manageable resources and to resolve the names of the manageable resources are provided by a name server. 

Label

· A value that has the role of a label is for user display only. The role of a label is distinct from and not the same as the roles of name, identity and address.
Note: the property “name” in the WSDM Identification portType is a label in the this terminology, and not a name – should we consider changing the property name?

