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DRAFT

Terms of Reference for the CEN/ISSS Focus Group on 

Biometric standardization issues
(CEN/ISSS FG/Biometrics)

Version 1.0: 5 May 2004 (Note only editorial changes compared to version 0.5)
Executive Summary

Following an initiative from European delegates to ISO/IEC JTC1/SC37, there have been some discussions with the Commission services concerning biometric standardization issues.  We understand that some consideration has also been given to possible European standardization requirements in this domain, for example in connection with biometric visas.

A first informal meeting was held by CEN/ISSS in February 2004 in order to clarify current ISO activity, the issue of European requirements in this area and synergies with other European activities (CEN TC224, CEN/ISSS WS/eAut, etc.)

The present Focus Group proposed by CEN/ISSS is not designed to duplicate any standard work elsewhere, but it is intended to encourage European contributions to and awareness of the current international work, as well as provide a forum for more detailed consideration of European requirements.
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1 Status of the present Terms of Reference

This is version 1.0.of the proposed ToRs for the Focus Group on Biometrics. 
It has been sent by CEN/ISSS to interested parties on 7 May as well as issued for a public review via the CEN/ISSS web-site. It is intended for approval at the Focus Group Kick‑Off Meeting on 24 June 2004. 

2 Scope

The Focus Group is created to support and improve understanding and information flow on biometric standards issues, with specific reference to interoperability. Biometric interoperability is a requirement for European citizens travelling in/outside the EU and EFTA, and for other citizens visiting the EU. 
The Focus Group will consider technical, legal and societal recommendations in relation to standards to be applied in Europe, to achieve :

1.
Technical interoperability of biometric issues

2.
Privacy management of biometric information

3 Justification for the Focus Group

Biometrics are techniques linked with the human body as an aid to personal identification. 

Recently, ICAO has selected biometrics as the technique for travel documents to verify the association  between such documents and the person in possession of them. Interoperability is a major, but not the sole, issue:  the biometric data captured needs to be reliable, needs appropriate methods of electronic storage and transmission, and its use needs to be secure from tampering and to protect the privacy of the citizen.

A large programme of international standards work is under way in ISO/IEC JTC1, supplemented by some work in other formal standards groups (in ISO and in ITU-T).  There is also some informal standardization activity in industry consortia.

An initial fact-finding meeting including representatives of the standards groups active internationally took a view that there were needs for improved awareness in Europe of biometrics standardization issues, for improved understanding of European requirements, and for better contribution to the international activity.
4 Relevant standards groups and other bodies
ICAO is a UN  agency that has the responsibility for managing civil aviation, and is defining biometric requirements for travel documents.

ISO/IEC JTC1 SC37 is the standardization sub-committee responsible overall for biometrics.
ISO/IEC JTC1 SC17 is the sub-committee in charge of smart cards technologies. It is involved in the use of biometric solutions by such technologies.
ISO/IEC JTC1 SC27 is the sub-committee responsible for IT security issues.

CEN/TC224 is the European standardisation committee using biometry in the definition of the European Citizen Card.

The European Biometric Forum is a non-for profit association recently established as a reference point for the promotion of biometric applications throughout the European Union.

The European Commission is also involved in the biometric field by the SIS II and VIS, centralised systems which deal with asylum rights management and European Union visitors.  Several Directorates-General have an interest in biometric issues, notably DGs ENTR, INFSO, JAI and TREN.
5 Work Plan


Task 1

The organization, with the help of NSBs, of quarterly meetings (workshops – small "w") throughout Europe (till end 2005) with the following objectives:

- to support the interchange of knowledge and understanding in order to allow the European NSBs to reach a considered position using the understanding reached by those NSBs who have already been active in establishing the proposed standards in JTC1/SC37. In this way deployments of systems using biometric technologies in Europe will benefit at the earliest opportunity from the appropriate application of standards that reflect the specific priorities and legal requirements of Member States.

 - to optimize, through such information exchange prior to JTC1/SC37 meetings, the impact from European NSB experts on the JTC1/SC37 work 

- to identify opportunities for further work (see below report on European specific requirements)

- to create awareness on biometrics standards developments outside the existing SC37 delegations 

The 1st meeting of this kind will be organized in Brussels.

Task 2

To deliver a report on European specific requirements in Biometrics work by 2005/05. The report will contain proposals for standardization work items that address the identified European requirements. The standardization work may then take place at European level only (for instance delivering CWAs) but proposals for new work items in JTC1/SC37 should not be excluded.
This report will be produced by consensus among the Focus Group participants.

6 Organization

Participation in the Focus Group will be open to any interested party.  In particular, the Focus Group should attract participants with :

· Knowledge of existing and proposed standards relating to biometry.

· Knowledge of European law and regulation institutions regarding privacy and law enforcement

· Knowledge of travel document.

· Knowledge of access issues for people with disabilities.

The Secretariat, according to the CEN Rules, will be allocated to a CEN Member, although the CEN/ISSS Secretariat will assure this function pending negotiation of funding. 

The Secretariat will carry out the following tasks:

· Focus Group meeting support (meeting agenda, meeting arrangements, invitations, reporting on meetings, chasing of actions from previous meetings)

· Focus Group Document management and distribution Membership management 

· Provision of infrastructure for electronic operation to the FG 

The logistic preparation and support as well as reporting on the quarterly workshops (in view of the requirements to obtain Commission funding- see below) are not the task of the Focus Group Secretariat, but of the NSB that hosts the Workshop.

The Chairman will be a volunteer from a market stakeholder – he/she will ensure timely delivery and quality of the planned actions.
It is proposed that the Focus Group will hold three meetings during 2004 and further meetings as required in 2005. Meetings of the Focus Group may or may not be organized in conjunction with the workshops hosted by the NSBs.
The FG members will take on board their own costs linked to travel and

accommodation to participate in meetings, telephone, fax etc.

Funding from the European Commission in the context of their support to standardization actions related to eEurope will be sought for 2005, with the aim to support the Focus Group's Secretariat during 2005, to support the finalization of the Group's report and to enable appropriate logistics for the open discussion/information dissemination meetings (workshops) throughout Europe. 
7 Contact points
Luc Van den Berghe - Workshop Manager 

Tel (direct): + 32 2 550 09 57 
E-mail:  luc.vandenberghe@cenorm.be 










