<xliff-schemas> sub group 

Meeting Minutes (13 Feb 02, 4pm GMT)

Present

John Corrigan, Christian Lieske, David Leland, Yves Savourel, Enda McDonnell

Agenda

1. Adopt Charter - Agree on a charter for the sup group.
2. Adopt Schema Dialect - Agree the dialect to be used for xliff specification.
3. Adopt and Agenda - Agree a set of topics that this group will address.
4. AOB - Any other issues.
Charter

The purpose of the <xliff-schemas> sub group is to 

· Advise main group on technical issues relevant to specification decisions

· Decide on schemata in which xLiff will be published

· Create and maintain the various published specification formats
The group will make recommendations to main TC for ratification.

Publication

Dialect

When defining the specification outlined by the main group, the <xliff-schemas> sub group will publish a number of schemata in order to facilitate a wider audience.

XSD is the desired source format because it is expressive enough to handle the functionality we wish to include.  Though the DTD format will not support some of the functionality we wish to include (eg. namespaces), it is necessary to publish in DTD format as well.  This is to cater for the existing tools that currently do not support XSD.  We are catering for these tools in the assumption that xLiff has a better chance of adoption if current tools can support it.

The sub group decided to publish in XSD and translate into the following schema languages

· DTD

· Relax NG

· Schematron

Seed Format

Having decided to use XSD as the source format, the sub group need to convert from the current seed format, i.e. the xLiff 1.0 DTD that currently exists.  It will then be necessary to validate that first XSD document to ensure that it agrees with what has been specified in the 1.0 specification that was agreed at the main TC meeting on the 5th February 2002.  

Work Agenda

Seed Format

There is some work to be done first in order to update the current DTD to that which was signed off as version 1.0 by the xliff TC.

Only then can we use XML Spy to convert that format to XSD.  It has been noted that two differing versions of XSD were created from the same DTD file, so it will be necessary to manually go through the new XSD file to ensure it agrees with the spec.  Some sample xLiff files from the main group would be very helpful in this validation process.  We may be able to get some of these from the <conformance> sub group or from Novell, Oracle.

Translation

Some investigation needs to be done into Sun’s Multi Schema Validator (MSD) to ensure it allows translation from XSD to Schematron and Relax NG.

As well as the translation work to be done using MSD or some similar tool, there may be work involved in keeping any built in script up to date.  This is described in the next paragraph.

Value Lists

Currently, with the DTD specification, there are some value lists defined for attributes.  Using namespaces, it is possible to specify these values in an interoperable way.  However, defining these values in a DTD requires hard-coding a list within the DTD.

We need to hear back from main group on this issue.  The <interoperability> sub-group will have some input here.

These lists could be validated using script within xml-based schemata, however, the script language may vary from language to language and will need to be maintained manually between languages ??

What is technically feasible

Throughout our discussions, we will find out what is possible via XSD, DTD, Schematron and Relax NG.  These findings we will report to main TC and allow main group decide on the specification.  Issues such as attribute vs. element discussions could arise.  It is not our task to decide on these issues, simply but to advise on what is feasible.
Action Items

John to examine available functionality in MSD
Enda to seek some sample xliff files from Novell and Oracle

Group Seek clarification from main group on leaving attribute lists open or closed.  This has an impact on how we define the spec.

Yves, do we need to update our DTD?

David to attempt to create an XSD from the updated DTD.

Enda to summarise to Main TC on work to date.

